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James v. 20.—* He which converteth a sinner 


from the error of his way, shall save a soul 
from death.” 


Ir was an admirable saying of the 
son of Sirach,—“ Whatsoever thou tak- 
est in hand, remember the end, and 
thou shalt never do amiss.” This say- 
ing has a rightful claim to the regard of 
every person, under every variety of 
human circumstance ; but in no case 
does it become more emphatick, than 
when addressed to a Christian assem- 
bly, meditating the relief of spiritual 
ignorance and distress ! 

We share in the common error, bre- 
thren, of separating time from eternity ; 
—of suffering our imagination to fix 
so vast a chasm between them, as, in 
our view to render the present circum- 
stances of man incapable of exerting 
more than an indirect and feeble in- 
fluence upon his future well-being. Not 
that any one of us, when the subject is 
distinctly before the mind, does not ac- 
taally credit the interesting and solemn 
reality, that all our plans and efforts 
for the needy, have a most intimate 
connexion with their immortal state: 
but in every interest and concern we 
are prone to give the present an undue 
and engrossing importance ;—to yield 
our minds so entirely to the impressions 
of intermediate and temporal things, 
as to lose sightof the end of our course ; 
—to suffer the cloud of earthly cares 
and sorrows that rises before us, to 
intercept our view of what awaits the 
human soul beyond it. 

This fault is not surprising. It is in- 
cident to the constitution of our nature, 
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and the circumstances in which we are 
placed. While our faculties are clog- 
ged by a body of sense, and our view 
confined to sensible objects, it will only 
be, by an exercise of lively and vigor- 
ous faith, that we clearly apprehend the 
fearful realities of an untried and spiri- 
tual existence. 


I present to you a case of temporal 
suffering and danger ; and you fully and 
immediately comprehend it. For here 
you are not without experience. You 
have seen and felt for sublunary woe, 
in allits various and touching forms— 
Poverty with its rags and wretchedness 
has been before you—Sickness and 
death, with their pallid and ghastly 
looks, have stared you in the face, 
and every tone of human sorrow and 
distress has already entered your ear, 
awakened your sensibilities, and stimu- 
lated your benevolence ! 


I present to you a case of endless 
spiritual suffering—a case where the 
happiness of an immortal soul is at 
stake! and the impression is compara- 
tively faint and indistinct ;—as here 
the power of sympathy, and the ordi- 
nary sentiments of pity, can in no re- 
spect aid your perceptions. You have 
never witnessed the riot of endless de- 
spair—the everwasting agonies of eter- 
nal death ! 


And while we are surrounded by 
scenes so full of life, and hope, and ap- 
parent enjoyment, it is difficult for us 
to conceive how everlasting ruin should 
be descending upon our heads, or the 
heads of our fellow men ; and how that 
the prayers and efforts of the present 
hour should be able to avert that ruin 
for ever! But, my friends, busied and 
blinded as we may be, by the objects 
of time and sense, and distant as we 
may fancy ourselves from the awards 
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of final retribution, we actually stand 
on the very verge of spiritual being ; 
and every action and every desire, in 
its effects, reaches forth into eternity. 

We may in the idleness of our thoughts 
regard the results of spiritual ignorance 
and error as doubtful or remote, and 
hence put forth a feeble, heartless, un- 
decided effort for their relief. But be- 
lieve it, brethren, “ the hour is coming,” 
yea, will soon come, “ when all that are 
in the graves shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and shall come forth: 

They that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life ; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation.” Believe it, the fruits of our 
present charity may be enjoyed in the 
Paradise of God, before the days of 
another week are numbered; yes, 
and while we are becoming unmindful 
or disheartened as to-the issue of our 
efforts, faint and weary in well-doing,” 
some immorial being, could we look 
into the future, might be discovered, re- 
joicing in his escape from everlasting 
woe, through our instrumentality. “ For 
he which converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way, shall save a soul from 
death.” 

My brethren, your attention is soli- 
cited, in the first place, to the great and 
interesting olject before us—the con- 
version of sinners. And then to the 
grand motive that should prompt to the 
vigorous pursuit of this object—the 
salvation of the soul. 

I. The great and interesting objeet 
before us—the conversion of sinners. 

** He who converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way.” This language 
suggests the nature of man’s alienation 
from God ; the particular object to be 
effected in his conversion; and the kind 
of agency and instrument we are to em- 
ploy in this important work. 

We are accustomed to regard the 
alienation of man in the fall, asa de- 
parture merely from the provisions of 
an arbitrary law; and the consequent 
misery we endure, as the penal inflic- 
tion merely of an offended sovereign. 

It is true, my brethren, that there 
has ever existed a fixed and unaltera- 
ble standard of right or truth; and that 
it has its foundation in the wil or the 
law of the infinite God. But itis no less 
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true, that this standard is absolutely ne- 
cessary to the happiness and security 
of intelligent and moral agents; and 
that while a departure from it is high. 
handed disobedience to its Almighty 
Author, and incurs the righteous visi- 
tations of his wrath, it at the same time 
is followed as a natural and inevitable 
consequence to the transgressor, by 
corruption and misery. Hence, when 
man in Paradise disregarded the pro- 
hibition of his Maker, he equally dis- 
regarded the holy and salutary law of 
eternal rectitude. When he revolted 
from the standard and transgressed the 
decree of his Sovereign, he revolted 
from his own happiness, and * sinned 
against his own soul.” So that they 
who hate the restraints of divine wis- 
dom, are said to love death. Indeed 
every evil that man suffers or appre- 
hends ; every evil that afflicts his body, 
weighs down his spirits, or oversha- 
dows the prospects of his future being, 
springs from his voluntary alienation, 
either in disposition, in sentiment, or 
in act, from the oracles of Eternal 
Truth. . 

Hence the natural state of every one 
of our race is a state of alienation, 
equally from the will of God, and from 
that course of conduct which is neces- 
sary to the felicity of a spiritual and 
immortal being. 

The particular object then to be e& 
fected in the conversion of the sinner, 
is torestore him to the favour of God, 
by restoring him éo the obedience of the 
truth; or the proper pursuit of his 
highest happiness. 

To this work sin has opposed the 
most tremendous obstacles—The awa- 
kened vengeance of an inflexible law, 
—the impurity, the aversion, and im- 
potence of the creature himself must 
be overcome, or the means provided 
for their removal, before human exer- 
tion can be available. 

But ever blessed be God, thesemeans 
are provided. ‘That unspeakable love 
which at first made the obedience of 
man the certain instrument of his hap- 
piness, has not left him to suffer the 
consequences of his criminal folly. 
A mighty plan has been devised, by 
which he may be rescued from the 
alarming and desperate circumstances 
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of his apostacy. That plan is unfold- 
ed to usin the blessed Gospel! Its 
outlines were indeed faintly sketched 
by the pen of ancient prophecy, and 
dimly seen inthe types and shadows of 
the ancient economy. These, however, 
avere but the preliminaries to its full 
and glorious development in the advent 
of its benign and heavenly author, the 
Eternal Son of God. 

But in this scheme, so merciful and 
stupendous in its condescension to man, 
no shade is cast upon the brightness 
and perfection of the divine law. Its 
requisitions and authority have neither 
been superseded nor impaired. It re- 
mains in all its purity, integrity, and 
force. Hence the Gospel has ia no 
respect lowered the standard of recti- 
tude and obedience. It seeks rather 
to rescue man from his deep debase- 
ment, and to elevate him in his views, 
affections, and pursuits, to the high dig- 
nity of his original state. Therefore 
it keeps still before his mind the pure 
and awful standard of Jehovah’s law, 
“ without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord ;” while it furnishes in the sacri- 
fice of Christ, the means of grace, and 
the hope of glory, mediation, succour, 
and encouragement, adequate to his ut- 
most wants and miseries. 

Would we, then, my brethren, “ con- 
vert the sinner from the error of his 
way,” we must resort to the truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

The inquiry is deemed wholly irrela- 
tive and unnecessary, whether the Fa- 
ther of mercies does in any instance com- 
municate the gifts of his grace independ- 
ent of human means and human co-ope- 
ration ; as such an inquiry could be of no 
practical utility ; enough to know, that 
infinite wisdom adopts us into the fami- 
ly of Christ, makes us co-workers with 
God, provides us a system of means,and 
commands us to employ them with con- 
fident expectation, that, under the pro- 
mised energies of his spirit, they will 
become effectual to “the conversion of 
men.” With the Gospel, then, as our 
guide and instrument, are we called to 
this great and engaging work. Under 
a different influence, and by other me- 
thods, we might doubtless awaken the 
passions, captivate the fancy, and give 
atemporary check to the outward forms 
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of conception; but we are no where 
encouraged in the belief, that any other 
instrument save the Gospel, will be- 
come the power of God unto salvation. 
This isthe word which is quick and pow- 
erful in its appeals to the slumbering 
conscience ;—this is the two-edged 
sword, prepared to cut asunder the si- 
news of corruption, and prostrate the 
pride and enmity of the human heart ; 
the mighty shield which so effectually 
quenches all the fiery darts of the 
wicked; and affords all who receive 
it a secure and unshaken defence 
against the power of sin! Let the 
Gospel, then, be employed, and we 
may anticipate, under God, ample and 
complete success. But it must be em- 
ployed in its integrity and perfection. 
No blessing is promised upon a partial 
or disjointed exhibition of it. The 
beauty, the strength, and the efficacy of 
the Christian scheme, does not depend 
upon some one brilliant and command- 
ing feature, but upon the admirable 
union and symmetry of all its parts, 
and the admirable adaptation of the 
whole to the grand and gracious pur- 
poses to which it is applied. 

It goes forth in its collected might to 
rescue from spiritual death,—to break 
the sway of guilty passion,—force open 
the prison-doors of sin,—set the cap- 
tives free,—and scatter the light of hea- 
venly glory over this dark and ruined 
world ! In the person of its commis- 
sioned servants, and attended by that 
heavenly influence which is ever pro- 
mised to its faithful inculcation, it pro- 
ceeds to the glorions work. It ap- 
proaches the ungodly with its weighty 
and searching appeals. It descends 
into their hearts—assails their con- 
science—awakens their sleepy fears—- 
convicts them of base ingratitude— 
brings up to light their secret corrup- 
tions, and places in their view the dark 
catalogue of their guilts—they perceive 
that they are indeed dead in trespasses 
and sins—perceive themselves at an 
awful distance from happiness and God 
—-perceive themselves miserable and 
undone for ever without the interven- 
tion of One mighty to save. It ap- 
proaches them with its consolations—- 
displays the riches of its grace—points 
to Jesus suffering for their sins —pour- 
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ing out his soul unto death; freely 
shedding that blood which cleanseth 
Srom alliniquity. It bids them hope—it 
bids them be of good cheer—bids them 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
saved. Yea, it does more—it leaves 
them not, thus humble and contrite, 
unprovided, unprotected, and alonc— 
leaves them not to wander like sheep 
without a shepherd, amid the trials, 
the snares, and the sufferings of an un- 
friendly world. No; it commissions 
its ministers to bear to them its cove- 
nant of love, its pledges of pardon, its 
means of grace. It calls upon them no 
longer to remain unsheltered in the 
open field of the enemy, but to enter 
with their households the fold of Christ 
—no longer to wear the marks of their 
dishonour and alienation, but to wash 
them away in the waters of regeneration. 
Thus to afford a pledge of their fide- 
lity, and to receive a badge of their 
adoption into the family of the redeem- 
ed—the church of Christ—the holy 
fellowship of the sonsof God! There 
to participate every means of spiritual 
instruction, incitement, and succour, 
which a life of toil, of conflict, and 
of suffering, may demand. 

This, brethren, is the bright and 
cheering light in which the Gospel pre- 
senis itself to us. Jt is the light in 
which alone we should present it to 
others. Thus presented, we have the 
promise of him who cannot lie, “ that 
it will become the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” 

The Gospel, therefore, (and the Gos- 
pel in“all the fulness, the completeness, 
and richness of its disclosures) must 
be employed, would we proceed safely 
and successfully in the interesting and 
fearful work of converting “ the sinner 
from the error of his way.” 

It may, perhaps, be a question with 
some before me, in what respects they 
can become active agents in this work. 
There cannot be a doubt, my friends, 
that it was the design of our blessed 
Lord in constituting an order of men, 
the ministers of his church, that they 
should become the immediate organs of 

communication between himself and 
the human family ; that their lips, dike 
the lips of the priests of old, “ should 
keep knowledge, and that the people 
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should receive the law at their mouth ;? 
that they should act as the messen- 
gers of the Lord of Hosts, the ambas- 
sadors of the anointed of the Father, 
“to entreat sinners in Christ’s stead 
to become reconciled to God.” And 
there appears no intimation in the re- 
cords of Jehovah’s will, that any sys- 
tem of means, independent of the au- 
thorized ambassadors of his word, will 
prove adequate fo the conversion of 
sinners. 

Our chief concern, then, in this im. 
portant work, is to contribute to the 
very extent of our ability, in giving 
proper influence and efficiency to the 
ministry of the Christian church, to 
aid the living messengers of the truth, 
in dispersing it far and near till the light 
of the sun of righteousness shall shine 
with strong and equal splendour upon 
every part of the habitable globe. 

In affording such aid, let it never be 
forgotten, that the effectual, fervent 
prayer of the righteous man availeth 
much. ‘The extension of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, though committed to the 
efiorts of his people, is wholly depend- 
ent for ultimate success upon the bless- 
ing of God. Paul may plant, and Apol- 
los water, but let the truth sink deep 
into our hearts, that it is God alone who 
giveth the increase. And God, my 
brethren, has promised to bless in an- 
swer to the supplications of his people. 
Permit us, then, to adopt the apostolic 
entreaty—*“ Brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of our Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified” in every place, 
* even as it is with you.” 

You can likewise do much by your 
counsel andexample. Our zeal, fellow 
Christians, in this work, is far too cold, 
our efforts too faint and undecided, 
even were the object a temporal one. 
It is seen how deeply the plans and 
pursuits of worldly business take hold 
of our feelings and desires, in the ar- 
dour and enthusiasm of our devotion 
to them. Indeed, with regard to any 
thing earthly, we feel that success is 
depending upon our vigorous and spi- 
rited pursuit ; we speak of our projects; 
we commend them to others—we plead 
in their behalf, and plead with an earn- 
estness that is convincing, that is irre- 
sistible. The flame spreads. All 
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catch the same spirit—all become in- 
terested—all move on with one heart 
and one mind, to inevitable and com- 
plete success. ; 

Alas! how different is it with us, 
in our spiritual concerns; in our plans 
and efforts for the conversion of needy 
and sinful men! Here, who is seen 
every day alive and active? Who 
pleads with earnestness? Who con- 
mends with enthusiasm ? Who strives 
to interest his neighbour ? Who seizes 
upon every favouring circumstance ? 
Wholets his light shine before men? 
Alas! In these concerns, do we not 
act as if there were no pressing neces- 
sity—as if the grave were distant— 
the sinner in no peril—the sou! of lit- 
tle value, or time and eternity but re- 
motely and doubtfully connected ? 

O, brethren, would we share in the 
glorious enterprise of converting sin- 
ners, we must awake from this state 
of slumber and inaction. We must 
arouse our thoughts, summon our 
energies, and retrieve our errors ! 
Then, and not till then, can this work 
of the Lord prosper in our hands. 
Then, and not till then, shall we clear- 
ly perceive to what degree the pro- 
gress of the Gospel is depending up- 
on the liberality of the offerings we 
cast into the treasury of the Lord. 
For, my friends, while our Master 
and Head looks to us, his commis- 
sioned ambassadors, for the immediate 
accomplishment of the work in his 
vineyard, he looks to you, his favour- 
ed people, to sustain them in it—to 
give liberally of the goods committed 
to your trust, for their temporal sup- 
port, when poor and dependent, they 
go forth among the children of igno- 
rance, misfortune, and sin, dispensing 
spiritual riches and knowledge,—the 
invaluable treasures of the Gospel of 
Peace ! 

This is the ground upon which I 

ould now rest the claims of the mis- 
sionary cause—would now urge upon 
your Christian consideration the wants 
of the Missionary Society of our Dis- 
cese. 

And surely it is not needful that 
any thing be said to convince you that 
this institution is purely evangelical 
in its mode of doing good. It has been 
long before you, sufficiently tested, 


The Rev. Levi S. Ives’ Missionary Sermon. 165 


and you have already expressed your 
confidence in its character and efficien- 
cy. As you have observed, that it 
proceeds upon the principle recog- 
nized by our blessed Lord, when he 
commanded his disciples to commence 
the high and responsible work of 
preaching the Gospfiel to every crea- 
ture among their brethren at Jerusa- 
lem—the principile, that the needy of 
our fellow men in our vicinity are 
invested with claims that entitle them 
to a priority of our services;—you 
have seen too, that it commits the 
ultimate supervision of its concerns 
to the highest and most responsible 
functionary in the church: thus com- 
plying with apostolic usage, and se- 
curing to its interests the most com- 
petent and efficient agency. You have 
seen, in short, that it sends to the des- 
titute the means of grace, and the 
words of eternal life, as disclosed in 
the Gospel of the Son of God. 

II. We pass then finally to a con- 
sideration of some of the motives that 
should prompt you to answer, in the 
liberal spirit of the religion you pro- 
fess, the claims of the society in whose 
behalf we are assembled. 

Alas! which of the motives shall 
I present of the multitude that crowd 
upon me? The least of them, one 
would think, should be effectual with 
an assembly of Christian men. 

I might convince you of the daily 
increasing demands upon our society 
for missionary labour ; call your atten- 
tion to the present scanty, miserable 
stipend of the faithful missionary ; 
and show you, from the last year’s 
deficiency in funds, notwithstanding 
the unusual and laudable effort, that 
many of the missionary stations must 
be abandoned, the missionary salary 
be in part withheld ; or, that you, my 
brethren, must come forward, and 
with feeling hearts and liberal hands 
supply the remedy. 

I might call upon you, inthe name 
of your brethren, not to suffer that 
injury to the interests of this society, 
which is threatened by the present 
crisis of our affairs ; in the name of 
your brethren, the laborious, perse- 
vering, and long-tried friends of the 
institution, whose spirited, and under 
almost every discouragement, assidu- 
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ous and unremitting efforts, well de- 
serve your hearty and zealous co-ope- 
ration. 

I might entreat you to be favoura- 
ble to our plea, for the sake of the 
faithful missionary Aimse/f. Remote 
from the cheering encouragements of 
friends, and the animating counsels 
of his brethren, he toils, a solitary la- 
bourer, in some distant, neglected 
part of our Zion; straitened in his cir- 
cumstances; encumbered, perhaps, 
with a numerous family, and destitute 
of some of the necessaries, and most 
of the comforts of life, he trusts in 
God, and proceeds in his #lorious 
work. Cheerless as may be his earth- 
ly recompense, and desolate as may 
appear the field of his labour, he does 
not shrink from the toils and sacrifi- 
ces of his high vocation; but with a 
soul kindled at the altar of Redemp- 
tion, and borne on by the inspiration 
and power of the Highest, he goes 
forth into the desert, testifying to all 
repentance toward God, and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely 
1 might appeal with confidence and 
success in his behalf. While God con- 
tinues to bless you with these abund- 
ant means, I know you would not see 
him suffer, nor sink under any new 
discouragement. 

But, my brethren, I plead the cause 
of perishing sinners—am called to 
urge the motives that arise from your 
ability to check the progress of spiri- 
tual misery ; and what more power- 
ful and stirring than the one suggest- 
ed in the text—“ He which convert- 
eth a sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death.” 

Spirit of the living God, remove 
the scales from our eyes, and let us 
see the depth of everlasting destruc- 
tion ; fenetrate our hearts, and let us 
feel the weight of our duty to the ig- 
norant and the miserable ! 

Brethren, what motive can impel 
us to action so pure, so ennobling as 
this—of being employed in saving 
souls from death! It was that which 
actuated the breast of Jehovah, when 
he so loved the world as to give his 
only-begotten Son. It was that which 
determined the resolution of the Son, 
when he accepted the awful terms of 
the gracious embassy. “ Lo, I cometo 
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do thy will, O God.” It was that which 
sustained him in his trials and distress. 
es below. It nerved his arm to the 
stern conflict with sin, Satan, and death, 
It imbued his soul with meekness and 
submission. It gave him forbearance’ 
under the reproach and indignity of 
those he could save. It inspired him 
with that amazing courage and pa- 
tience, which calmed and comforted 
his spirit in the dark hour of his trial, 
Yea, it was the desire of saving thee, 
O hearer, that carried him, steadfast 
and immoveable, through the tremen- 
dous work of thy redemption ; which 
sustained him in that night of myste- 
rious agony ; that moved him to drink 
to the very dregs, the cup of the 
wrath of God! And are we allow- 
ed, my brethren, to make some re 
turn ?—allowed to be inspired by the 
same motive—allowed to become co 
workers in this stupendous scheme of 
mercy? In the name then of God who 
loved us, of Christ who redeemed us, 
let us improve our high privilege, 
and proceed to the very limit of our 
capacity to save some soul from eter- 
nal death. 

My friends, your hearts are not cal- 
lous—not divested of the sentiments 
of pity—.Vo ; they are alive to the 
ordinary sufferings of the human kind 
—quick to respond to the notes of 
temporal woe. With what speed you 
haste to reach the cup of consolation 
to your afflicted friends—how pa- 
tiently you stand by them in the hout 
of their danger and distress—what 
tenderness, what care and anxiety cha 
racterizes your attentions and servi- 
ces in the chamber of sickness and 
death ! 

When some great, some public, 
though distant calamity appeals to 
your feelings of compassion and phi- 
lanthropy, how immediate, how unl- 
versal the sensation! Then, how ra- 
pid your movements—how glowing 
your sympathy—how prompt your el- 
forts—how multiplicd your projects 
—how ample your resources! These 
are indeed objects that rightly claim 
your regard ; but how, I beseech you, 
do they compare with the dangers 
and distresses of an undying spirit 
‘€ What shall it profit a man ifhe gain 
the whole world and lose his own 
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soul.? Or, what shall a man give 
in exchange for hisown soul?” How 
then does the keenest and most start- 
ling suffering and peril that here can 
meet the eye or touch the heart, ap- 
pear in contrast with the agonies that 
in another world prey upon the unre- 
deemed spirit ? These are inconceiv- 
able agonies ! Their very magnitude 
hinders us from clearly comprehend- 
ing them. These are eternal agonies ! 
The want, however severe, and the an- 
guish, however bitter, that here awa- 
ken your pity and command your as- 
sistance, may terminate in a single 
hour ; but let the soul begin to suffer 
in eternity, and it must suffer for ever. 

“ Are there, indeed,” may I not 
suppose you will exclaim, “ are there, 
indeed, individuals of our fellow men, 
whom our gilts of charity may rescue 
from adoom so dreadful r” Alas! my 
friends, while you sit deliberating 
within these walls as to the amount 
you shall give ; and as to your power, 
by this evening’s liberality, to pro- 
mote the everlasting welfare of a sin- 
gle sinner ; thousands of immortal 
souls are ready to pass into an awful 
and unchangeable future !—and from 
regions in our country of most hope- 
less destitution! Yes, were the eye 
of Omniscience at this moment given 
to this assembly, what scenes of spiri- 
tual suffering would immediately rise 
upon your astonished vision—scenes 
of spiritual suffering, involving in 
darkest gloom the destiny of number- 
Jess individuals, and discovering a 
blight, as by the breath of the destroy- 
er, of the fairest portions of this other- 
wise happy state ! 

¥ou do not now behold this moral 
wretchedness and ruin! Indeed, you 
cannot well perceive them! The 
bright scene cf your own spiritual en- 
joyments, and the holy vision of your 
own celestial hopes, are only before 
you. They engage your thoughts— 
they fill you with emotions of joy— 
they shut from your view the distresses 
of the destitute. You look around 
you upon your fellow-worshippers, 
but can descry no object of spiritual 
want; you listen to these voices that 
pour forth the fervent and united de- 
Votions of the soul, but can distinguish 
ho complaint of spiritual wretched- 
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ness—no cry of despair from the 
dying inhabitant of the desert ! 

But, beloved brethren, cast from 
you the ministrations of the Gospel ; 
Jet the voice of its heralds no longer 
be heard; blot from your remem-. 
brance the ideas and the hopes you 
may have gathered from its pages— 
demolish these beautiful temples— 
let this day of God be no longer ob- 
served—remove from among you 
every institution and every vestige of 
the word of life; and here let the god 
of this world, and the dark and cor- 
rupting spirit of infidelity reign tri- 
umphant! let the parent behold his 
child, without protection or restraint, 
about to enter upon the stage of life, 
amid the influence of ruinous error 
and the contagion of riotous vice! let 
the hour of disappointment and dis- 
tress come upon you, attended by no 
consolation of religion, no words of 
comfort and encouragement from the 
ambassador of Christ! Fancy your- 
selves stretched uponthe bed of death! 
corruption rankles in your breast; 
unpardoned sin lies heavy on your 
soul! your Maker and Judge is plac- 
ed in awful concealment from your 
view ; you totter on the dizzy verge 
of fathomless perdition. No faithful 
minister is at hand to open before you 
the way of escape ! no bright angel of 
mercy comes to your felief! no gra- 
cious Saviour to pluck you from ruin! 
your anxious spirit turns on every side 
for light and direction, but finds on 
every side darkness and fearful uncer 
tainty! Alas! you sink into the grave 
without a promise to cheer your pas- 
sage to it, or a hepe to raise your ex- 
pectation beyond it! 

Brethren, when you can realize the 
distress and hopelessness of such a 
Condition, you will be prepared in a 
degree to appreciate the justness and 
urgency of our claims—will know 
something of the character and ex- 
tent of that sfiritual want which this 
society seeks to relieve. For, be well 
assured, this is no sketch of the fan- 
cy. It bears, alas! too exact a re- 
semblance to the religious state of vast 
portions of our newly settled country. 
Not here and there a solitary family, 
scattered through the desert, is thus 
miserably needy, but there is many a 
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flourishing village of the west, in 
which, (I speak from actual observa- 
tion) not a trace of the Gospel is dis- 
cernible ! Yes! and who are the indi- 
viduals that people these unblest re- 
gions of want! Are they a race of 
men for whom we can feel no interest 
and no regard, save that which may 
be prompted by a conviction of their 
spiritual wretchedness ? Even then 
the claim upon our liberality would 
be pressing! Are they our once ac- 
tive enemies? Have they raised against 
us the instruments of discord and of 
death ; and do important political bar- 
riers lie between us? Even that could 
not abrogate their claim. But xo, 
they are our brethren and friends ; 
some of them have been our compa- 
nions in the house of God; some are 
descendants of those who helped to 
secure these rich and blessed privile- 
ges we are enjoying ; some, perhaps, 
are our children, or our kindred, and 
all are our fellow citizens; who, to 
subdue the forest and cultivate the 
soil, that pours its riches into our fa- 
voured city, have left the temples of 
their fathers, and submitted to these 
hardships and spiritual privations ! 
These are the individuals who are 
now seen to throng the dark and peril- 
ous ways of ignorance, error, and sin. 
These are the individuals, thus sinful, 
thus destitute without a solitary watch- 
man to give the alarm of spiritual 
danger, and thus without a solitary in- 
stitution to remind them that they are 
immortal and accountable, whose case 
is presented to you ! “ He which con- 
verteth a sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death.” 

You shall mcet them at the bar of 
God; and O! could you now have but 
the faintest glimpse of anguish and 
wild despair you must then witness, 
you would give to the last item of your 
worldly goods. Beloved brethren, 
we ask only that, with your frayers 
and encouragementa, which you can 
well spare from your abundance. Only 
a slight retrenchment from your lux- 
uries and amusements for a single 
week, would enable you, under God, 
to lay the foundation of endless and 
unspeakable happiness of thousands 
of the destitute. 

Alas ! is it by so trifling a sacrifice 
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we may save the soul from everlasti 
death! It were better, and another 
day will convince you it were better, 
far better to forego years of worldly 
comfort, and to endure years of world- 
ly hardship and suffering, than that a 
single soul be lost through our back- 
wardness or neglect. And may we, 
without the slighest inroad upon our 
real and substantial comforts, in time, 
do so much to secure and advance 
the happiness of our fellow men in 
eternity ; yea, may we establish in our 
own breasts, a source of most delight. 
ful and animating reflection, the en. 
viable luxury of doing good for the 
sake of Christ; may we be the fa 
voured instruments to cheer so many 
hours of dark and depressing sorrow 
and apprehension, and to swell the 
final anthems of the redeemed, and 
enhance the sum of that “ joy whichis 
unspeakable, and full of glory ?”— 
And shall I appeal in vain! In this 
filace afifeal in vain! In the midst 
of an assembly who have so often 
evinced how deeply they sympathize 
with the destitute, and how ready they 
are to every good work—Aere ap- 
healin vain! To whom then shall 
we go? Brethren, we dismiss our 
fears. We know to whom we submit 
our cause! May the blessings of the 
needy, the blessing of that God who 
loveth a cheerful giver, rest upon you 
for ever. 





———— 
For the Christian Journal. 


Candidates for Orders. 
Messrs. EpirTors, 

I nave been not a little surprised to 
learn that, notwithstanding the great 
pains taken by our Standing Committee 
to prevent mistakes and misapprehen- 
sions on the subject of the testimonials 
requisite to admission as candidates 
for orders, and to ordination, they still 
frequently occur. There are, I am told, 
two points on which the efforts of the 
committee have not unfrequently failed 
to produce a correct understanding of 
the subject. 

The first respects the first item in 
the requisites for admission as a candi- 
date for orders, viz. Evidence to be laid 
before the Standing Committee of the 
applicant’s having made his intention 
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known to the Bishop. This is required 
by the canon of the General Conven- 
tion-of 1826, as what is to be done “in 
the first instance.” It is a wholesome 
requisition; because nothing can be 
more proper, as a first step in the very 
serious measure of offering ene’s self for 
holy orders, than to seek those coun- 
sels, warnings, and exhortations onthe 
subject, of the chief and most experienc- 
ed ministers of Christ’s kingdom ; and 
because, in cases where there may be 
reason to fear deficiency in proper qua- 
lifications, and-in aptness for the oftice, 
friendly and affectionate advice, in the 
incipient stage of the business, may of- 
tea prevent a-subsequent recourse to 
more: formal and painful means of pre- 
venting an indiscreet entrance into the 
holy office. It is, therefore, proper, in 
every view of the subject, that thestand- 
ing committee should know that the ap- 
plicant has signified his intention to the 
Bishop, before they proceed a step in 
encouraging his views. Aad it is to be 
hoped that our standing committee will 
adhere, in all cases, 'te their determina- 
tion on this :point. 

The second head on which I am told 
that there is much misunderstanding, 
are the testimonials required of vestries 
prior to ordination. It seems to be-of- 
ten forgotten that-a personal knowledge 
of the candidate is not'here necessary. 
Our standing committee have, therefore, 
very properly so drafted the form of 
these testimonials as to make.them re- 
fer, not to a knowledge:of the indivi- 
dual, but to a satisfactory knowledge 
of his character. This may arise 4rom 
various sources independently of per- 
sonal acquaintance; such as general 
reputation, the knowledge of others in 
whom we have confidence, &c. &c. So 
that there is no ground for vestries to 
hesitate in testifying te “ the piety, good 
morals, and orderly conduct” of the 
candidate “ for three years last past,” 
even if they have not known him per- 
sonally for that time, or any part of it, 
provided they know enough of him, on 
the score of his general character, or 
on the authority of others in whom they 
have confidence, to feel full conviction 
in their own minds that he has been 
pious, moral, and of orderly deport- 
inent, during that period. 

Vou. XJIL 
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I have-one more remark to make.. I 
am told that as the canons do not pre- 
scribe'the form, but only the substance, 
of the certificates to be given to the 
standing committee by clergymen -and 
vestries in behalf of candidates, differ- 
ent forms are sometimes ‘sent iny on 
the supposition by the signers, that 
they come up to the spiritof the requi- 
sitions of the canons. » This, however, 
itis obvious, is a mere matter of opi- 
nion, in which the committee may dif- 
fer from the other party, and they, of 
course, are conscientiously bound by 
their own convictions. As, then, the 
committee have published such forms 
as, upon consideration, they think in 
accordance with canonical requisition, 
and will accept as such, it is obviously 
the best course to adopt those forms, 
and thus avoid unnecessary delays and 
disappointments. 

'E. R. ‘O, 








‘Fronéthe Christian Observer for January, 1829. 
THREE YEARS IN ITALY. 


‘We extract from this work some in- 
teresting particulars regarding a young 
relative of the writer, contrasting this 
lovely specimen of Scriptural and Pro- 
testant piety; of devotedness to God; 
of love to the Redeemer; of early pre- 
paration for the mansions of eternal 
blessedness ; with the vain unedifying 
mummeries of Popery, as displayed in 
the transactions of the “ Holy Week”’ 
at Rome. 

“* Palm Sunday.~The ceremonies 
of‘the:holy week commence at the Qui- 
rinal Chapel, with the blessing of the 
palms. ‘The ceremony was the same 
as the blessing of the candles : the pope 
was carried in and out-in procession. 

“ Wednesday.—1 went'to St. Peter's 
to hear the Miserere, which -was fine 
beyond my expectation. We sat oppo- 
site tothe altar, before which thirteen 
candles burnt bright for a time ; by de- 
grees they were all extinguished but 
one, which was placed burning behind 
the altar, to represent the undying faith 
of the Virgin, whilst that of the Twelve 
Apostles entirely failed. 

“In this evening we saw a curious 
ceremony at the Church of the Pil- 
grims3 princesses and ladies of the firs 
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consequence washing the feet of female 
pilgrims, and afterwards attending them 
at supper. For the first, warm water 
was brought in large tubs or buckets: 
the ladies, dressed in black, tucked up 
their gowns, and girded themselves with 
napkins; after which, they pulled off 
the stockings of the poor women; and 
having placed their feet in the tubs, 
washed and rubbed them carefully, and 
then wiped them with the towels. 

«¢ When this was over, we were ush- 
ered into a grand sala, where long ta- 
bles were laid out for supper. In a few 
minutes, a number of women entered, 
dressed as pilgrims, with staves in their 
hands, and bundles girt to their backs, 
and arranged themselves, standing 
round the table. It occurred to me, 
that this ceremony is a commemoration 
of the passover which the Israelites ate 
hastily before their sudden departure 
from Egypt. The same ladies who had 
been employed in washing the feet, 
served the pilgrims at table, handing 
round macaroni, vegetables, and such 
other provisions as Lent permitted. 
Between the tables, at a convenient 
distance, a long form was filled with 
spectators, many of whom were des- 
canting upon the meritorious deeds of 
the princesses. A little Italian girl, 
who sat next me, observed, that ‘ those 
Jadies would obtain many indulgences,’ 
(in other words, they were earning a 
pardon for past offences.) ‘The ladies 
of the Bonaparte family particularly 
distinguished themselves in their ob- 
servance of these ceremonies. We 
were next conducted into a long galle- 
ry, from whence we saw several cardi- 
nals going through ihe same ceremony 
with male pilgrims. The gentlemen 
of our party had permission to enter 
the room where they were, but we were 
only allowed to behold them at a dis- 
tance. 

Thursday. —I have now to relate 
to you the occurrences of a most fa- 
tiguing busy day. Immediately after 
breakfast we drove to St. Peter’s, hav- 
ing first obtained tickets of admission ; 
and went with the crowd to the door of 
the Sistine chapel, which did not open 
for half an hour ; and then the squeez- 
ing and pushing became quite dreadful. 
At last, we.all.got in, and procured 
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seats on high benches, erected on pug. 
pose for foreign ladies, the gentlemen 
standing below. ‘The pope and car 
dinals went through some ceremonies, 
which I could not, in the least, under. 
stand ; and then passed on in process 
sion, bearing the Host to the Pauline 
chapel, where there is some ceremony 
of burying it, which I did not see, the 
crowd being too great for us to ap- 
proach. As soon as the procession 
began to move, the people, eager to ob. 
tain a good situation for secing, pressed 
forwards until repelled by the Swiss 
guards, who shouldered them unmerci- 
fully. 

“ Both to-day and yesterday, during 
the interval when the music ceased, 
there was a noise like the clashing of 
swords, to represent the Jews coming 
with swords and staves to take our 
blessed Lord. After burying the Host, 
the pope was carried up to a balcony, 
from whence he pronounced the bless- 
ing; which scene I also lost, having 
missed my party, and being pushed 
along by the crowd, I knew not whi- 
ther, until I saw again the poor feeble 
pope carried through the long galleries 
to the place where he washed the feet 
of thirteen pilgrims. The pope pre 
faced this operation by reading a por- 
tion of Scripture in Latin, in a clear 
and audible voice. [ believe that it was 
the narrative of our Lord washing the 
feet of his disciples, to set them an ex- 
ample of humility. A kneeling cardi- 
nal presented to the pope a silver ba- 
sin, in which he dipped the towel, and 
slightly rubbed one foot of each pil- 
grim. After having witnessed this for 
a few minutes, we all moved to the 
supper room, where the pope was to 
attend the same pilgrims at table. We 
were fortunate in procuring good seats 
opposite, when the pilgrims came in 
and seated themselves on one side of 
the table. The pope followed, and, as 
before, began by reading a portion of 
Scripture in Latin; he then advanced 
to the table, and served them with ma- 
caroni, soup, vegetables, sweetmeals, 
&c. and goblets of wine in abundance, 
all.of which he first received from & 
cardinal on his knees. Every thing 
which is laid on the table becomes the 
property of the pilgrims, the silver gob- 
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lets, spoons, knives, forks, plates, nap- 
kins, &c. and the residue of the provi- 
sions. We waited until the conclusion, 
and then hastened on to the Pauline 
chapel, which was splendidly illumin- 
ated. The lights were beautifully dis- 
posed round a full-length picture of our 
Lord. After seeing this, we returned 
home; but, as the grandest sight was 
yet to come, the carriage waited, while 
we hastily ate our dinner, and then 
drove quickly back to St. Peter’s, to 
see the illumination of the cross. It 
was, indeed, very beautiful; and yet, af- 
ter having read Eustace’s description, I 
was rather disappointed ; since, though 
fifteen feet high, it looked rather dimi- 
nutive, comparing it with the magni- 
tude of the place from whence it was 
suspended. Being all formed of lamps, 
and no lights being seen around, it sheds 
a soft radiancy on every object; and 
tired as we were, we remained above 
an hour walking about in the church, 
admiring the varied lights and shades. 
It was well for the poor pope, this busy 
day, that he could command other 
people to carry him about, for his own 
strength would most certainly have 
failed ; as it was, he looked nearly ex- 
hausted. 

“ Good Friday.—We did not go 
this day to see the adoration of the 
cross, which, I have been told, is a very 
impressive ceremony; the pope and 
cardinals, dressed in flowing garments, 
kneeling a long time before it. We 
preferred attending our own church 
service, which a clergyman performed 
in his rooms. 

“At twelve o’clock this night, I 
heard a rattling sound, of which the 
maid-servant in attendance explained 
the cause. It is made in several of the 
churches, to represent the shock of na- 
ture when our Saviour yielded up the 
ghost. 

“ Saturday Morning.—Before twelve 
o’clock the resurrection service begins 
at the Quirinal chapel. Exactly at that 
hour a curtain is drawn back, which 
concealed a picture of our risen Lord. 
Then begins a universal peal from all 
the bells, accompanied by the beating 
of drums and firing of guns; and joy 
succeeds to mourning. O that this may 
not be a mere semblance, an outward 
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show and ceremony! That every heart 
may feel, and every tongue respond to 
the animating sound, * The Lord is ri- 
sen: He is risen indeed.’ During the 
week, until this moment, a universal 
stillness prevailed in the streets: not @ 
bell was heard to ring in any of the 
churches. The drums, and all instru- 
ments of music, were silenced, and 
scarcely aloud voice was to be heard 
from the mourners as they traversed 
the streets. The churches were all 
hung in black ; and nobody, not even 
the English, appeared except in that 
sable garb. 

** Easter Sunday.—Our own service 
was put off until after the ceremonies 
at St. Peter’s. The show was, indeed, 
very splendid, but much more like a 
theatrical exhibition than an acceptable 
service in honour of that glorious Being 
who inhabiteth eternity, and who wills 
that his worshippers adore Him, in 
Spirit and in truth 

“ The scene was gay and animated. 
Every one looked pleased at being @is- 
encumbered from their sombre gar- 
ments, which were now exchanged for 
all which fashion and finery could dis- 
play. ‘The church, and the whole pi- 
azzi before it, were crowded with all 
classes of persons in gala dress. The 
pope was carried in magnificent state 
through the church, shaded by waving 
peacocks’ feathers, attended by his 
guardia nobile, in princely uniform, 
glittering with gold, their helmets adorn- 
ed with plumes of feathers ; the ambas- 
sadors and their wives, the senator and 
his train, the Armenian bishop and 
priests, in very splendid robes, the car- 
dinals, bishops, and all the Roman 
troops, in grand procession. In short, 
every one around was ‘ clothed in fine 
linen, and purple, and scarlet, and 
decked with gold and precious stones 
and pearls !’ The ceremonies conclud- 
ed with the blessing, which the pope 
pronounced from the terrace, as before; 
and the people below received it on 
their knees, looking up with eager eyes 
for the indulgences which are scattered 
among them by some of the cardinals. 

“ About two o’clock all was at an 
end, and we and the rest of the: Eng- 
lish met at the clergyman’s apartments, 
to hear our own service. The contrast 








was very striking, from the scene of 

jety and bustle which we had just 
fot, to the quiet assembly. of two or 
three gathered-together in the name of 
the Lord, where some hearts at least; 
we trust, were drawn to Him in fervent 
prayer, meek humility, and love. In 
the evening the festivity of this holy. 
day: was concluded by a grand illumin- 
ation of St. Peter’s, and fire-works at 
the castle of St. Angelo. On entering 
the piazzi, we beheld the architecture 
of the dome, facade, and colonnade, 
all marked out by soft lamps; and while 
we remained lost in admiration, a deep- 
toned bell tolled; and in.a-‘moment, as 
if struck by a magical wand, the whole 
fabric burst into a dazzling blaae of tlre 
most brilliant light; nor could we con- 
ceive how the sudden transition: was 
effected. 

“From hence we drove to a large 
building opposite the castle of St. An- 
gelo, from whence we saw the fire- 
works. St. Peter’s, in all its blaze of 
ley until they began, still looked very 
brilliant ;.but from the moment when 
the girandolo blazed forth, which is 
meant to imitate an eruption from the 
crater of Vesuvius, the intense light of 
the fire-works, in a great measure, 
eclipsed that of the illumination. 

‘¢ Saturday.—There is a baptism of 
Jews at the church of St. John Late- 
ran, at which every year,. one’ or two 
are induced to receive baptism, either 
for the sake of the thirty pounds given 
on the occasion, or from some other 
motive: but very few, if any, are sup- 
posed to be real converts. 1 have even 
been told, that the same Jew has been 
baptized more than once, when noother 
could be persuaded to come, that the 
appearance may be kept up.” 

Our readers will now-passon with us 
to a far different seene—to the death- 
bed, and the tomb of the young lady 
above alluded-tu,-Anne Elisabeth S., 
a daughter of Sir W. and Lady S. who 
espired in the faith and blessedness of 
a true disciple of Christ, at Rome, Ja- 
nuary 5, 1821, inher fourteenth year. 

e shall introduce her in the au- 
thor’s own incidental: notices.— 

‘* Anny had so much intelligence, 
sweetness, and animation, joined io a 
great share of beauty, that she attracts 
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perhaps too much admiration, of whieh 
hitherto however she appears perfectly 
unconscious. ‘ 

* Mrs, C. sat opposite to Anny, 
whose sweet expressive countenance 
she studied with.an artist’s eye; ob. 
serving to a person who sat next her, 
that-if' Leonardo da Vinci had seen the 
face of: that child, he would- have co- 
pied it for that of an angel. Every 
one seems struck with the appearance 
of our: dear Anny, whe improves daily 
in every grace and beauty. At Luoca 
baths, where they passed the first sum, 
mer after their arrival in Italy, the chil. 
dren enjoyed unrestrained liberty. An- 
ny, in particular, bounded over the 
wild and Jevely.scenery, like the young 
mountain kid,. with unwearying - plea 
sure. 

“ The children. have great pleasure 
in going to see the pope get into his 
carriage to take his afternoon drive. f 
must tell you an anecdote of our dar- 
ling Anny, which happened a few days 
ago on one of these occasions. We 
were standing among the crowd wateh- 
ing for the signal by which we were to 
know that the pope was advancing. 
It was given, and a-poer. woman, anx 
ious to present a petition, which she 
held in her hand, endeavoured to make 
her way to him, but was-rudely repuls- 
ed by the Swiss guards. Ina moment 
Anny sprang: forward, shielded the 
poor creature in her arms, and. drew 
her on through the midst of the guards 
close to the pope, to whom the woman 
presented her petition on her knees. 
The guards, seeing the benevolent and 
graceful action of the child, made way 
tor her with a smile of approbation. 

“ Dearest Anny- has, within these 
last few days, a languid look, which 
makes us all-uneasy.. On rising from 
her prayers: this- morning, I. thought 
that she would have fainted; and told 
her that she must not again remain so 
long.on-herknees. She answered, that 
she could not avoid it, for she had.all 
her friends to remember in her prayers. 

“ October 14.—Our apprehensions 
about Anny increase daily ; “she now 
lies on a couch, or is carried from one 
room to another, having again lost the 
use of her limbs. 

“ October 20.—Anny is alarmingly 
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ill; several p'ysicians have been con- 
sulted, who- give us little hope of her 
recovery: we can only lovk to the 
great Physician, who, with-an almighty 
word, can bid her ‘ be whole.’ 

“ October 26.—She passed a very 
sleepless night ; I was dreadfully alarm- 
ed, her breathing was so short and 
quick ; while the bed-clothes heaved 
with-violence of. the palpitation at the 
heast. With difficulty. she can utter a 
sentence ; but when she does, that sen- 
tence is generally to ask for prayer, 
‘the prayers for the sick in our own 
prayer-book.’ Seeing but little proba- 
bility that she would be continued 
much-longer amongst us, my sister, af- 
ter some- serious conversation, asked 
her, what she thought of receiving the 
sacrament, having never yet-approach- 
ed. the table of the Lord. Shi said, 
that she would like it, but that: she was 
not worthy; and, bursting into tears, 
added, ‘OQ, dear mamma! you don’t 
know how naughty [ have been ; but I 
will tell you all. Is there any one in 
the room but ourselves?’ Being assur- 
ed that there was not, she opened her 
whole heart to her mamma; I had al- 
most said her innocent heart; but that 
cannot be, since she partakes of that 
fallen: nature which first brought sin 
into.the world.; but when I heard the 
crimes which.weighed heavily on her 
spirits, and caused her, as she said, to 
shed many. tears.upon her sick bed, I 
felt convinced that she was indeed a 
child of God, who taught her to feel, 
that no sin is trifling in His sight, 
‘who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity” By God’s assistance, my 
sister was enabled. to tranquillize her 
child’s mind: she reminded her, that 
Jesus. Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, 

“ Sunday.—We had a visit from a 
clergyman, Mr. Wolf, who, although 
a perfect stranger, evinced all the kind 
interest of an old friend. He read 
prayers, and administered. the sacra- 
ment, of which our dear sufferer par- 
wok with a humble and contrite heart, 
which the Lord promises: he will never 
despise. She appeared deeply impress- 
ed, though unable to speak from ex- 
cessive weakness and languor. On 
Monday morning, when Dr. Clarke 
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came, he wished to feel her pulse; and 
perceiving that she held out her right 
hand, the: one on which she had been 
lying,-he objected to it. ‘ F cannot give 
you my left hand,’ she said: ‘I have 
not had the-use of it since Saturday.’ 
And then it was discovered, that from 
that time of her dreadful suffering, she 
had lost the use: ef her left side; and 
had forberne to mention it, for fear of 
grieving her mamma. Every trait of 
her character which illness develops, 
makes us more acutely feel the worth 
of this inestimable child. 

‘“ Night and: day she suffers, but she 
suffers. as: one passing through the ‘ re- 
finer’s fire? Many things she says, 
which give us the comfortable assur- 
ance, that the short moment of afflic- 
tion is passing away, while there is 
working for her a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory in that 
peaceful mansion opened’ for all be- 
lievers by Him who has washed them: 
in hisown most precious blood. In her 
greatest sufferings, she frequently ex- 
claims, ‘ O-how many. have much more 
to endure without the alleviating care 
of such kind friends!’ Under all her 
bodily suffering, her memory and un- 
derstanding remain uninjured. Read- 
ing has ever been her greatest delight ; 
and now it acts upon her nerves like a 
powerful soporific, as the physician tells 
us, calming and tranquillizing her as 
laudanum would any one else. When 
most inclined to be restless, from: ar 
increase of. pain and fever, she is most 
anxious for constant reading, as if to 
turn her thoughts from herself. Books 
of amusement are sometimes read to 
her, travels or biography ; she objects 
to novels, or any thing from which she 
cannot derive improvement as well as 
amusement. From childhood her mind 
has not been occupied as the minds of 
children are in general. Her pursuits 
and inclinations have marked out the 
ripening for a heavenly inheritance. I 
remember her accents of praise, as 
when a baby from four to six years-old 
she repeated hymns of her own selec- 
tion, with glistening eyes, looking up 
to heaven, her own resting-place. The 
little book which contained her favour- 
ite hymns is now by me, in which she 
used, as a very little child, to mark the 
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passages which most particularly af- 
fected her. ‘The strictest observance 
of the Sunday has been from infancy, 
her undeviating rule; and now in her 
illness is attended to with the most 
scrupulous watchfulness. On Saturday 
night she frequently inquires the hour, 
that twelve o’clock may not surprise 
her hearing any thing which she does 
not consider Sunday reading. Since 
her illness she never said any thing 
which could lead us to suppose that she 
was aware of her situation, till within 
these last few days, when she intimated 
it to her mamma, with an anxious ex- 
pression of countenance, as if unwilling 
to grieve her, yet at the same time, 
thinking that she ought to break to her 
a painful truth. ‘ Mamma,’ she said, 
‘from the pain I feel in my chest, and 
my not getting the least better, I can- 
not help thinking myself in danger.’ 
Again she said, ‘I am sure I shall ne- 
ver rise from this bed.’ My sister an- 
swered, * she hoped that thought was 
not painful to her ;’ to which she unhe- 
sitatingly replied, ‘that it was not.’ 
Seeing her in great suffering, her mo- 
ther said, ‘ O my child, that I could do 
any thing to relieve you!’ * You can 
do nothing now, however, but pray for 
me: O pray for me.’? She complains 
much of the wandering of her thoughts 
in prayer, unconscious that it proceeds 
from the increasing debility of her body. 
My sister said, * | hope, my darling, 
your faith does not fail.’ ‘O no, mam- 
ma; but I often repeat that beautiful 
prayer, “ Lord, I believe: help thou 
mine unbelief.” 

* December 24.—Anny again receiv- 
ed ‘the most comfortable sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper.’ 

“ Christmas day.—After passing 
many restless hours of the night cough- 
ing, she seemed overcome by weakness, 
and lay motionless, until roused by the 
shepherds’ pipes under the windows ;* 
raising her languid head from the pil- 
low, she said distinctly, ‘ Glory to God 
in the highest: on earth peace, good 
willto man.’ Then she sunk again to 





= “During the Advent the shepherds come 
in from the country playing sacred strains on 
their pipes, in commemoration of the glad tid- 
ings first »nnounced to the sltepherds ‘ abiding 
in the field keeping watch over their flock by 
night” ” 
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quiet rest, with peace and good will in 
her heart, as well as on her lips. 

“ Rome, January 1, 1821.—The 
new year has opened sadly upon us, 
The sufferings of our precions child are 
beyond what [ thought the mortal body 
could endure. 

January 2.—Still she remains in the 
same state of drowsy stupor. At four 
o’clock to-day, as I stood watching her 
calm countenance, the cold hand of 
death spread its hue over her lovely 
features, still lovely, and still express. 
ive of the peaceful feelings of her heart; 
peace within and peace without, for 
mortal suffering seemedto be past Her 
respiration became quick and interrupt. 
ed, attended with the noise in the throat 
which generally precedes dissolntidn, 
After some time, she revived as one 
awakening from broken slumbers, and 
talked more cheerfully than she had 
done for many days. Having heard of 
Amelia O-——t’s death, she began to 
speak of it: ‘ Sweet, beautiful Amelia 
O——t is dead. © how will her poor 
mamma return to Scotland without her! 
her lips quivering, and the tears stream- 
ing from her eyes as she spoke. ‘My 
love,’ said my sister, * Mrs. O——t is 
a Christian, and will be resigned to the 
will of God.’ £O mamma, she will miss 
her so much! she will see her empty 
chair. When any of our family only 
dined out, I used to think the table look- 
ed melancholy.’ She asked me to read 
to her, and listened very attentively 
while I read an account of the death of 
D D. * How awful,’ she said fora 
deist to be taken off sosuddenly.’ This 
evening, when the doctor saw her, he 
told me, that from the change in her 
pulse and looks, he thought it probable, 
that before the morning all her mortal 
sufferings would terminate. But like 
an expiring lamp, which emits one 
more bright ray, she was re-animated 
and spoke cheerfully to her father when 
he came to see her in the morning. Her 
father and mother, with aching hearts, 
and constrained cheerfulness, sat look- 
ing at their darling, and saying that she 
had always been a good and dutiful 
child, and a great pleasure and comfort 
to them. At this time, something 
brought to her recollection a musical 
entertainment, at which she had been 
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present on a Sunday evening, where 
the King of Naples was present. Im- 
mediately the peaceful expression of 
her countenance gave place to one of 
agonized distress, and bursting into tears 
she said,* O why did you let me go on 
Sunday? I did very wrong.’ My sis- 
ter having explained the particular cir- 
cumstances to her, she recovered her 
composure, and appeared so much her- 
self, and talked so pleasantly and so 
collectedly, that a ray of hope, like a 
passing sun-beam, crossed my mind, 
that our precious child might yet be 
spared to gladden the evening of her 
father’s days, and her mother’s, and 
mine also; but the hand of death was 
upon her, and again I saw its pale hue 
overspread her face. She talked colie- 
rently and with much composure, not 
as a spirit hovering on the verge of the 
tomb, whose expectations among the 
living is cut off, but as still lingering 
between time and eternity. She spoke 
of the pleasant days which she had 
passed at her brother’s house, as the 
happiest of her life; but the whole of 
Aany’s short life was happy ; no shade 
of sorrow had ever cast a cloud over 
the young morning of her days. She 
was the darling of both her parents, 
who studied her gratification in all 
things. ‘The whole of her conduct and 
principles made her, indeed, their com- 
fort. During her infancy, no induce- 
ment which could be held out, no per- 
suasion or threatening could force her 
to swerve in the slightest instance from 
promised obedience, which I have often 
seen severely tried. As she advanced 
in years, this principle was so firmly 
rooted in her mind, that her parents 
placed in her the most implicit confi- 
dence, setting her as a watchful guar- 
dian over her little brother and sister, 
to whom her loss will be indeed incal- 
culable ; for she had so entirely gained 
their affections that they gladly looked 
up toher as anexample. She dozed 
most of Wednesday, but towards mid- 
day had a dreadful struggle, which her 
poor mother could not witness without 
being much affected; and, perceiving 
her in tears, the dear child appeared 
greatly distressed, most anxiously in- 
quiring if she had done any thing to 
hurt her mamma. Towards evening 
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my sister asked her if she knew that 
she was going to heaven? She answer- 
ed tranguilly, ‘ No, mamma, I did not.’ 
A little after, she said, ‘ Mamma, I am 
trying to recollect the penitent thief.’ 
She begged to have the raising of the 
son of the widow of Nain read to her, 
and asked in what chapter it was con- 
tained. She requested that her mam- 
ma would sit up with her all night, first 
inquiring from the doctor, whether it 
would injure her mamma’s health to 
sit up with her, and whether it would 
do her papa any harm toremain with 
her that night beyond his usual hour. 
Thus solicitous was she about those 
whom she had always loved, when, as 
the doctor said, the dew of death was 
on her forehead ; and, from the dread- 
ful heaving of her breast, he thought it 
not probable that she would hold out 
till morning. 

“ From the middle of the night, un- 
til about four in the morning, she re- 
mained in a lethargic stupor : then she 
seemed as in the agony of death, We 
all stood watching her for some time, 
believing that her intellectual powers 
had subsided for ever; but, to our as- 
tonishment, she recovered them, and 
asked me to read to her some of Dodd’s 
Consolations. I read to her of the pa- 
tience of Job, who, when deprived of 
all his children and earthly possessions, 
said, *'‘The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away : blessed be the name 
of the Lord.’ Anny said, very distinct- 
ly but slowly, from difficulty of breath- 
ing, ‘A stronger instance of patient 
resignation was never known.’ After 
I had finished the section, finding her 
attention was still engaged, I read from 
the same book about the sufferings of 
the martyrs, and at the following words, 
‘But when the kind hand of our Fa- 
ther and Redeemer appiies the scourge, 
let us receive it submissively, let us im- 
prove by the chastisement,’ her empha- 
tic * Yes,’ will never be forgotten by 
those who were present. Her atten- 
tion. was most extraordinary at a time 
when her agony appeared extreme, 
and life to ebb fast: yet still it kept a 
strong hold, as if loth to part. All 
Thursday she suffered dreadfully ; but 
not one impatient word or look escap- 
ed her; and her senses remained per- 
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fect. In the evening, her mother ask- 
ed her, * Who loves you better than 
mamma, and whom are you going to ?” 
She replied,‘ to God.’ Then turning 
her dying eyes to me, she said, as if to 
comfort me, (and oh! what greater 
comfort could she have given me!) ‘4 
am going to God.’ 

“I watched that darling child, who 
from infancy was dearer to me than my 
own existence, passing through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death; and I did 
not shed a tear. An immortal spirit 
had been permitted to make a transient 
abode among us; and washed from its 
earthly contaminations by tho blood of 
the Saviour, was now struggling to es- 
cape from its prison-house, that it might 
re-ascend to its native regions. I read 
the thirty-fourth Psalm; and, falling 
low on my knees, J offered up my sup- 
plications, that my darling might-depart 
peacefully from this turbulent world, 
and that the Lord Jesus might receive 
her spirit. My sister begged me to do 
nothing to excite her, which had been 
the particular-desire of the doctor. She 
answered for me, ‘ My aunt is right, 
mamma; let her go on.’ She became 
quite calm, and joined me in prayer, 
repeating over and over again, ‘ Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit.’ She looked 
at my sister with an unutterable ex- 
pression of fdndness,' and said, ‘ My 
mother, my goed mother, my dear mo- 
ther ; God bless my mother, and God 
bless my dear father.’ She then pray- 
ed for each of us repeatedly, saying, 
*Lord, grant we may all meet in hea- 
ven.’ She also prayed for the maid- 
servant, whom she saw standing at the 
foot of the bed. Then every breath 
was prayer—‘ Lord, help me! Lord, 
save me!’ until she could nolonger ar- 
ticulate. At half past six o’clock on 
Friday morning, the purified spirit fled 
to the bosom of its Redeemer. 

On Monday morning, January 8, 
we accompanied her sorrowing father 
to see her faid in the grave; and a lit- 
tle earth soon covered for ever from eur 
eyes what, for nearly fourteen years 
had been our delight and admiration, 
our joy, and the object of our fondest 
solicitude. But she died in the Lord, 
and her rest is glorious. 

“Qh ! if the young and inexperienced 
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rugged and thorny path of life, how 
joyfully would he hail the messenger of 
mercy who removes him from the dan- 
gerous trial, and bears him away to a 
place‘of safety ! Our child was the ob- 
ject of the Redeemer’s love: he would 
not allow her to be exposed to storms 
with which her delicate mid could not 
struggle. He pitied her; He watch- 
ed over her; He dried her tears; He 
hath received her, and she is safe! 
Oh, how safe! The rearing lion who 
goeth about seeking whom he may de. 
vour, can never, never, reach her. She 
is gathered into the fold of Christ: she 
is one of His own lambs, and He is 
her Shepherd! Why are we anxious 
to detain those whom we love, to strug- 
gle with the waves of a tempestuous 
ocean ?” 


b————__, 
St. Paul’s Chapel, New-Haven. 
Tue corner stone of the new Gothic 
chapel, which has for some time been 
in the course of erection in New-Ha- 
ven, on the corner of Chapel and Olive 
streets, was Jaid on Saturday atfter- 
noon, April 18, being Easter Even, 
with impressive religious exercises, 
The congregation assembled in Trini- 
ty Church, at 2 o’clock, where divine 
service was conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Hawks, assistant minister of the pa- 
rish. A part of the consecration of- 
fice was very happily accommodated 
to the occasion. Proper Psalms, 84, 
122, 132. First Lesson, Haggai i. and 
ii. Second Lesson, 1 Cor. iii. A pro- 
cession was then formed, and moved to 
the foundation of the new edifice in the 
following order:—Sunday School,— 
Choir of Singers,—Wardens and Ves- 
trymen of ‘Trinity Church,— Building 
Committee,—Centractor and Master 
Builders,—Clergymen of different de- 
nominations,—Officiating Clergymen, 
—Parishioners and others. —A large 
concourse of people being collected 
about the place, the following appro- 
priate selection of Psalms was read by 
the assistant minister, with alternate 
responses by the congregation. 
Great is the Lord, and highly to be prais- 
ed in the city of our God, even upon his 
holy hill.—ealm xlviii. 1. 
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The Hill of Sion is a fair place, and the 
joy of the whole earth; upon the north 
side lieth the city of the great King. God 
is well known in her palaces as a sure re- 
fuge-— Psalm xlviii. 2. 

alk about Sion, and go round ubout 

her; and tell the towers thereof. Mark 

well her bulwark, set up her houses, 
that ye may tell them that come after. 
Psalm xiviii. 11, 12. 

For this God is our God for ever and 
ever. He shall be our guide unto death. 

Psalm xviii. 13. 

Her foundations are upon the holy hills: 
the Lord loveth the gates of Sion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

Psalm \xxxvii. 1, 
Very excellent things are spoken of thee, 
thou city of God.— Psalm Ixxxvii. 2. 

We have heard with our ears, O God, 
our fathers have told us what thou hast 
done in their time of old.— Psalm xliv. 1. 

Who is like unto the Lord our God, that 
hath his dwelling so high; and yet hum- 
bleth himself to behold the things that are 
in heaven and earth.— Psalm cxiii. 5. 

Open me the gates of righteousness that 
I may go into them, and give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord.— Psalm cxviii. 19. 

This is the gate of the Lord; tle righ- 
teous shall enter into it.—Psalm cxviii. 
20. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise 
thy God, O Zion! —Pesalm cx\vii. 12. 

For he hath made fast the bars of thy 
gates, and blessed thy children within thee. 

Psalm cx\vii. 13. 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my 
right hand forget her cunning. 

Psalm cxxxvii. 5. 

Ifl do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth; yea, if I 
prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 

Psalm cxxxvii. 6. 

Except the Lord build the house, their 
labour is but lost that build it. 

Psalm cxxvii. 1. 

And the glorious majesty of the Lord 
our God be upon us: prosper thou the 
work of our hands upon us; O prosper 
thou our handy work.—Psalm xc. 17. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Ae it was in the beginning, &c. 

The 101st Hymn having been then 
sung, the Rev. H. Croswell, Rector of 
Trinity Church, proceeded to lay the 
comer stone, in the following form : 

“ Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Ilay the Corner Stone of the House 
of God, which is to be erected on this 
foundation, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.” 


The following is a copy of the in- 
Vou. XIN, 
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scription, which, enclosed in a glass 
vase, together with a copy of the Pray- 
er Book, the Episcopal Watchman, and 
other documents, were deposited under 
the Corner Stone. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen! 
THIS CORNER STONE OF 
ST. PAUL’S CHAPEL , 
(erected az a Chapel of Ease to Trinity Church, 
i _ _in this city,) 
Was laid on the eighteenth day of April, A, D. 1829, 
BY THE REV, UWARKY CROSWELL, 
The Right Rev. Tuomas Cuuncu Bnown- 
ELL being Bishop of the Diocese, 
The Rev. Harry Croswell, Rector of Trinity Church, 
New-Haven. 
The Rey. Francis L. Hawks, Assistant Minister of the 
same. 
Gilbert Totten, William M'Crackan, Wardens of Tri- 
nity Church. 

Joseph N. Clark, Francis B. Winthrop, Enos A. Pres- 
eott, Calcb Mix, Philip S. Galpin, Building Committee. 
Sidney M. Stone, Contractor and Master Builder. 
Isaac Thompson, Edward Hine, Edwin Peck, Masons. 
The plans designed and drawn by Sherman Croswell. 


The following Prayer, in the lan- 
guage of the Liturgy, was then read 
by the Rev. Mr. Hawks:— 

Almighty God, who at the beginning 
didst lay the foundations of the earth, 
be present, we beseech thee, with us, 
thy humble servants, who are gathered 
here together in all humility and readi- 
ness of heart, to lay, in thy name and 
strength, the corner stone of this edi- 
fice. We acknowledge that except the 
Lord build the house, their labour is but 
lost that build it: and we therefore en- 
treat thee to look down with a favour- 
able eye upon this beginning of our 
work ; that as thou hast put it into the 
hearts of this congregation with one ac- 
cord to erect a holy house of worship 
for the promotion of thy glory and the 
salvation of souls, so by thy continual 
help, thou wouldst enable them to bring 
the same to a speedy and prosperous 
conclusion. Prosper thou the work of 
our hands upon us—O prosper thou 
our handy work. Direct with wisdom 
and prudence from on high, those who 
are charged with this undertaking, and 
endue those by whose handy work this 
house is to be reared, with skill proper- 
ly to execute whatever is needful for 
the service of the sanctuary. Protect 
those engaged in this labour from every 
evil accident—Guard the building from 
every calamity and danger to which it 
may be exposed. 

Keep, we beseech thee, with thy 
continual mercy, the congregation for 
22 
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whose use the building is designed. 
May. they enjoy a rich measure of thy 
grace and heavenly benediction—be 
filled with the spirit of unity. and bro- 
therly love—and constantly preserved 
in thy faith and fear; and in thy good 
time, may they come up with joy and 
thanksgiving to offer unto thee in thy 
sacred temple, the free will offering of 
ah..ly worship; and in all time to come, 
may there never be wanting, in this 
place, chosen of thee to place thy name 
in, a people prepared for the Lord, 
faithfully and joyfully serving thee in 
all godly quietness. 

Let thy heavenly blessing proteet 
and guide thy servants the ministers of 
this congregation, and all who shall 
come after them, that both by their life 
and doctrine they may set forth thy 
true and lively word, and rightly and 
duly administer thy holy sacraments. 

O Almighty God, who hast built thy 
€hurch upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the Chief Corner Stone, 
grant that by the operation of the Holy. 
Ghost, all Christians may be so joined 
together in unity of spirit and in the 
bond of peace, that they may bea holy 
temple acceptable unto thee—and es- 
pecially to this congregation here pre- 
sent, give the abundance of thy grace, 
that with one heart, they may desire 
the prosperity of thy holy Apostolic 
Church, and with one mouth profess 
the faith once delivered to the saints. 
—Defend them from the sins of heresy 
and schism—let not the foot of pride 
come nigh to hurt them—nor the hand 
of the ungodly to cast them down.— 
And grant that the course of this world 
may be so peaceably ordered by thy 
governance—that thy church may joy- 
fully serve thee in all holy comfort— 
so that they may walk in the ways of 
truth and peace, and at last be num- 
bered with thy saints in everlasting 
glory—tbrough Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in whese perfect form of words we 
complete our imperfect petitions— 
praying as he hath taught us— 

Qur Father, who art in heaven, &c. 


The Rev. Mr. Croswell, standing 
on the Corner Stone, then delivered 
the following Address :— 
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My Faienps AND BRETHREN, 
The occasion which calls us together 
is one of no ordinary moment. The 
laying of the corner stone of an edifice; 
designed for the worship and service 
of God, is always an interesting office: 
But, in the present case, there are cir. 
cumstances connected with the trang 
action, which render it peculiarlly gra. 
tifying to our feelings. Seventy years 
ago, let it be recollected, there were 
few Episcopal churches in Connecti- 
cut; nor was there, at that period, even 
an organized congregation of Episco. 
palians in New-Haven. Indeed it is 
now but seventy-four years since: the 
first Missionary of the Church of Eng. 
land set his foot in this place, and con. 
ducted the worship of God according 
to the order of the Protestant Episco. 
pal Church. ‘Po those who have been 
made acquainted, in the slightest de- 
gree, with the state of popular feeling 
at that period, it is unnecessary to say, 
that he came to encounter long-cherish- 
ed prejudices ; and to awaken the jea- 
lousy and animosity of the zealous re- 
ligionists, who had before occupied the 
ground, and maintained an exclusive 
ascendancy in all matters of civil and 
ecclesiastical polity. We cannot look 
back upon the state of things at that 
day, and contrast them with the pre- 
sent, but with mingled emotions of as- 
tonishment and gratitude. A tew fa- 
milies, who had brought with them 
from the mother country, a strong at- 
tachment to the faith of their ancestors, 
and to the primitive order and worship 
of the Church, then constituted the lit- 
tle flock, whom the missionary found, 
literally scattered in the wilderness, as 
sheep without a shepherd. They had 
neither temple, nor altar, nor priest: 
And when the gospel messengers were 
sent, in the true spirit of Christian be- 
nevolence, to search them out, to seek 
them from house to house, to gather 
them together for divine worship, and 
to break to them the sacramental bread, 
and open to them the baptismal font— 
few were the voices that united in the 
heart-cheering service of the sanctuary, 
or responded to the accents of suppli- 
cation and praise which burst from the 
preacher’s lips. But what-do we be- 
hold now? 1 speak not so much of the 
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amazing increase of Episcopal worship- 
since that period, as of the change 
which has been wrought in the public 
feeling and sentiment. No longer do 
we hear the church stigmatized as un- 
christian—no longer do we see it as- 
sailed, except by the most narrow- 
minded and ignorant, as the offspring 
of popery—no longer are her minis- 
ters held up to reproach, as mere for- 
malists and bigots. No—the Church, 
instead of being the object of scorn, 
and contempt, and enmity, has won its 
way to the hearts and affections of a 
large portion of the community. Nay, 
we have lived to see the day, when 
thousands and tens of thousands of the 
descendants of those who revolted 
from the parent church —looking with 
regret upon what was erroneously 
deemed the necessity for this rash and 
unnatural disruption—have joyfully 
returned to the maternal bosom, and 
age now worshipping in her temples, 
or ministering at her altars. O, could 
those faithful servants of God, who first 
entered this place as missionaries, have 
looked forward to this day—could they 
have anticipated such a rapid and a- 
bundant growth, from the seed which 
they planted in faith, and watered in 
hepe—could they have calculated on 
that change in public sentiment, which 
we are permitted to witness—how light 
would have been their labour of love— 
how sweet would have been their toil ! 
With what patience would they have 
borne reproach and obloquy ; and how 
would they have rejoiced, that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for the name of Christ, and for that 
Church in which he had called them 
tominister. But they and their im- 
mediate successors have long since 
gone to their reward; while we are 
left to enter in, and enjoy the fruit of 
their early, arduous, and pious labours : 
And it becomes us to improve this fa- 
vourable opportunity, to bear our grate- 
ful testimony, as well to the active be- 
nevolence of our brethren of Great 
Britain, who sent them to our shores, 
as tu the fidelity and zeal with which 
they discharged their high and import- 
ant trust. 
In undertaking our present work, our 
only desire is, to meet the present and 
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increasing demands of the Church. 
Such indeed has been the course, from 
the very commencement and organiza- 
tion of the parish. The first house of 
worship was of moderate dimensions, 
and of simple structure; but it was all 
that the congregation then required, 
and the best that their means would 
permit them to erect. It was found 
necessary, however, from time to time, 
to enlarge its dimensions by several 
additions—-until about 15 years ago, 
the congregation had increased to such 
a degree, that the erection of a new 
and much larger edifice became abso- 
lutely essential to the welfare of the 
parish. The stately and imposing edi- 
fice which now stands upon our pub- 
lic square, conspicuous for.its size, and 
the chaste and simple beauty and sym- 
metry of all its parts, was accordingly 
commenced with great spirit and zeal. 
In the spring of 1814, the corner-stone 
was laid—and in February, 1816, it 
was finished and consecrated. From 
the magnitude of that building, and the 
extent of its accommodations, which 
exceed those of any other Protestant 
church in the Union, it was presumed 
it would prove sufficient to meet every 
demand for room for a long period. 
But already, in the short space of thir- 
teen years, do we find ourselves called 
upon, by the fair claims of the congre- 
gation, to proceed to the erection of 
another edifice, as a chapel of ease to 
the present church. And it is a pleas- 
ing consideration, that this work is 
commenced in perfect harmony. There 
is scarcely any diversity of sentiment, 
asto its necessity and propriety—much 
less is there any diflerence in feeling 
or spirit. On this, as on every other 
important occasion, the utmost good 
will is religiously cherished; and the 
best securities adopted, for maintaining 
hereafter, a common interchange of 
fellowship and brotherly love. The 
whole Episcopal community is to con- 
stitute but one unbroken and undivided 
parish—with united ministrations and 
councils, and with mutual interests, ob- 
jects, and vtlews—and, as we devoutly 
trust, with a prevailing disposition to 
preserve unimpaired, the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. Nor, while 
we indulge these pleasing anticipations. 
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and cast ourselves upon the unfailing 
promise of God, do we feel as if we 
had aught to apprehend, from the in- 
roads of heresy, schism, or dissent. 
No—when this building shall have 
been completed, and separated and set 
apart from all unhallowed, worldly, 
and common uses—we hold a security, 
under God, in the long established and 
well-known order and discipline of the 
Church, against every species of inno- 
vation and disorder. No one, attempt- 
ing to be wiser than his teachers, will 
venture to rise up in this place, to con- 
tradict or gainsay, those venerable 
standards of the Church, which have 
been consecrated by time, and sanc- 
tioned by the approbation of the con- 
fessors and martyrs of the earliest and 
purest ages of Christianity. And in 
the forms of our worship—in that litur- 
gy, which breathes throughout a spi- 
rit of fervent devotion, altogether un- 
rivalled in human and uninspired com- 
positions—we have also a powerful 
and efficient security against that hor- 
rid and fearful heresy, which strikes 
from beneath the feet of the Christian 
the only foundation on wiich his eter- 
nal hopes can rest—which leaves him 
withput a Saviour or a Sanctifier—- 
without an altar or sacrifice, in this 
world, and without an intercessor or 
mediator in heaven—wiihout the con- 
solations of this life, or the hopes of 
the next. While our desk speaks out 
the full, and distinct, and unequivocal 
language of orthodoxy, we are hardly 
to fear, that the pulpit can, with impu- 
nity, mutter blasphemies against the 
most high God. No—never can we 
believe, that the desk and the pulpit 
will be thus arrayed in hostility to each 
other. No man, after invoking the tri- 
une God in the desk, and after ap- 
proaching the throne of grace, through 
the name and mediation of the blessed 
Redeemer, would presumptuously rise 
up in the pulpit, and attempt to de- 
throne that Redeemer, or degrade him 
toa level with acreated being. No— 
the tongue that could be guilty of such 
inconsistency and perfidy, would de- 
serve to lose its utterance—the lips that 
could thus mock the Holy One of Is- 
rael, in such a place, might justly ex- 
pect tobe locked in everlasting silence. 
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Bat I will not detain you. Commit. 
ting our undertaking to the protection 
of Him, without whose aid the builder 
will but labour in vain—let us look for. 
ward, with pleasing anticipations, to 
the time, when the walls shall be rear. 
ed—when the top stone shall be brought 
forth with shoutings—and when every 
thing shall be prepared for the solemn 
consecration of this edifice to the ser. 
vice of that Being whose presence is 
specially promised, wherever his name 
is written, and his grace invoked. And 
while we reflect, that the hands em- 
ployed in this work, and every thing 
connected with it, must soon cease 
from their earthly labours—let us ear- 
nestly entreat our heavenly Father, to, 
shed upon the rising generation the 
abundance of his grace—-that, planted 
and nurtured in this house of the Lord, 
they may grow up as wholesome and 
thrifty branches in the Universal 
Church—-that they may deliver the 
trust committed to them unimpaired 
to their posterity—and that generation 
after generation may rise up to wor- 
ship and glorify God in this earthly 
temple, and be fitted and prepared for 
his immediate presence in his glorious 
mansions above. 

—_——_—__ 
For the Christian Journal. 
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Messrs. Epitors, 





Tue following communication to 
that excellent paper, the Auburn Gos- 
pel Messenger, speaks its own praise. 
I will not say how truly the worthy 
author is entitled to all commendation. 
Do insertit. May it be read, and im- 
proved, and lead to imitation. 

Yours truly, N. E. N, 


“When I consider the inadequate 
supply of missionaries afforded by the 
present resources of our church, and 
when, on the other hand, I observe the 
wide fields that are daily opening in 
the new settlements of our country, 
truly it makes my heart ache with sad- 
ness, that the abundant harvest is ready 
to perish for the want of reapers to ga- 
ther it. Men and brethren, what must 
we do? What speedy relief may be 
derived for wants so distressing as 
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these? The children of our own house- 
hold are asking the bread of life; and 
certainly we must not turn a deaf ear 
or encourage an unworthy insensibility 
to the cries of those who are members 
with us of “one Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
Are there no pious and talented young 
men in our numerous congregations, 
who might be encouraged by their pas- 
tors to come forward and devote them- 
selves to the noble business of winning 
precious souls to Christ—of building up 
the walls of our Zion, and thus preserv- 
ing, in its purity, that Church for which 
Christ gave himself the fruit of his 
death, and which was ‘bought with 
his blood.’ Certainly there must be 
many such young men, who, it they 
knew and could be made to feel the im- 
portunate call which Christ made for 
their services, through his poor and 
scattered followers, ‘ dispersed abroad,’ 
through this rapidly rising country, if 
they could be assured of aid from their 
pastor and from pious friends, in the 
furtherance of their views, they might 
be convinced that their highest and 
most serious sense of duty would lead 
them to devote themselves to the work 
of the ministry. 

“Deeply feeling the distressing want of 
missionaries ; perfectly acquainted with 
the opening prospects of the Church, 
and impressed with a conviction that 
something should be done ‘ quickly’— 
I take this method of offering to any 
two young men, members of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, who will 
bring satisfactory testimonials of their 
piety, talents, and sound views of scrip- 
ture doctrine, from the rector of the 
parish where they have lived, a pledge 
that they shall receive, gratuitously, 
their board and tuition, classical and 
theological, until they are fully prepar- 
ed to receive deacons’ orders. 

“Any communications addressed to 
the undersigned name, “ Whitgift,” to 
the care of the Rev. Dr. Rudd, Auburn, 
will meet prompt attention; and you, 
Mr. Editor, will, by forwarding such 
communication, very much oblige your 
friend and brother, 

WHITGIFT.” 


The following excellent remarks on 
the above, by the Editor of the Mes- 
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senger, are also recommended to the 
serious attention of our readers. 

“We hope that the generous offer of 
“ Whitgift” will be embraced by some 
deserving young men, who will here- 
after adorn and promote the interests 
of our Zion. It no doubt frequently 
occurs, that pious young men, whose 
minds are of a character to be highly 
useful in the Church, would gladly de- 
vote themselves to the ministry ; but in 
consequence of the want of means to 
prosecute their studies they are obliged 
to abandon a course, which, under 
other circumstances, would be the ob- 
ject of their pursuit. To encourage 
such is surely a most laudable effort. 
We have never been in favour of ano- 
ther course, which has been more or 
less followed in many places. We 
mean the plan of saying to those who 
have given no particular evidence of 
either piety or mental elevation, ‘ if 
you will turn your attention to the mi- 
nistry, we will support you in the pre- 
paratory studies.? The ministry calls 
not only for men of strong piety, in- 
formation, and talents, but it requires 
also, what cannot always be brought 
toa satisfactory investigation—the pos- 
session of such tempers and habits of 
thinking as will prevent the individual 
from being swayed in his conduct by 
the little arts of popularity, the love of 
management, the unworthy passions 
which often find their way to the hu- 
man bosom. ‘The sacred office is not 
free from exposure to the influence of 
such passions, and yet there is no pros 
fession in which their indulgence is 
productive of more evil. The leading 
impressions upon the mind of that 
young man who would devote himself 
to the service of the altar, should be 
deep humility, in union with that self- 
denial, for which the office continually 


‘calls; that submission to the authority 


and order of the Church which her di- 
vine Head has given, and which his 
holy word enjoins. In conversing with 
one who would enter upon the sacred 
calling, we would point his attention 
in the outset to the offices for ordina- 
tion, to the requisitions of the canons 
and rubricks of the Church, that he 
might early accustom himself to the 
contemplation of the duty of following, 
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‘with a glad mind and will,’ all those 
‘ godly admonitions,’ and submitting to 
those ‘godly judgments’ which belong 
to these appointed over him in the 
Lord. He should carefully compare 
these things with the word of God, 
and satisfy his mind in the affirmative 
answer to the question—* Do you think 
in your heart, that you are truly called 
according to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and according to the canons of 
this church, to the order and ministry 
of Priesthood ?’ (Office for Ordering of 
Priests.) Those who set out with such 
cautions, relying upon divine grace to 
guide them, will, it is believed, avoid 
many of the evils which they must ex- 
pect who enter upon the ministry with- 
out a due regard to the nature and ex- 
tent of that obedience which the church, 
as the appointed body of Christ, de- 
mands of those who would serve her 
in holy things. That some such aids 
may be raised up through the pious 
zeal of Whitgift, will not fail to be our 
humble prayer.” 


{ —___ ____] 
For the Christian Journal. 
Bishop Hobart’s Pastoral Letter. 
Messrs. Epirors, 


Your readers have probably been 
all long since aware that an institution 
has existed in the city of New-York, 
denominated “ The Protestant Episco- 
pal Clerical Association ;” that the for- 
mation of it was in the face of the 
known, decided, and warmly urged ob- 
jections of the Bishop of the Diocese ; 
that after its establishment the Bishop 
felt himself compelled, by a sense of 
duty, to declare, in a Pastoral Letter, 
his reasons for disapproving of asociety 
formed for the avowed purpose of pro- 
moting the piety and usefulness of his 
clergy; and that since the publication 
of the Letter, and that of various ob- 
jections to it, and attacks and vindica- 
tions of it, the Assuciation has been 
dissolved. This fact, some may think 
a sufficient reason for letting the whole 
subject pass from the public mind, and 
be buried in oblivion. Not so thinks 
your present correspondent. The mat- 
ter has given rise to the discussion of 
various points intimately connected 
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with the general character and inter- 
ests of ourchurch. It has, therefore, 
become one as permanently and exten= 
sively important as that church itself, 
But the members of the Association, 
themselves, have given a most conclu- 
sive reason why the subject ought not 
to be forgotten. In declaring their 
dissent from the Bishop’s view of the 
subject, they intimate, with no little dis. 
tinctness, an idea of forming a similar 
association.* 

Their ground, therefore, being thus 
maintained by them to the full, and the 
matter being one deeply interesting to 
the whole church, the cause of that 
church requires that it be kept kip 
in order to the due appreciation oft 
new society, whenever it shall be form 
ed. As one humble member ofthat’ 
church, Messrs. Editors, allow me to 
say, that the subject has most seriously 
occupied my mind. I have endeavour- 
ed to view it in all its bearings upon 
the great interests of religion and the 
church, I have read, not, I trust, with- 
out humble prayer for a right judgment 
in the matter, the Bishop’s Pastoral 
Letter, and its two defences, and what 
has appeared in opposition in the two 
publications of the members of the As- 
sociation, and in that of the Rev. Dr. 
Wainwright. I have read also some 
of the notices of the subject in the 
Philadelphia Recorder.+ 





**'We do not thereby,” (by dissolving) 

* consider ourselves asin any measure pl-<'ged 

to form no similsr association, so long as the 

laws of the chureh leave us, in this respect, 
free to exereise our own judgments,” See 

*€ Account, Ke. by the Membe: sof the Associ- 

ation,” p. 26. From the tenour of this “ Ac- 
count,” it is obvious that the members mourn 
over the dire necessity, arising out of the resig- 

nation of one of their number, of bending, tor 
the present, to the spiritual tyranny that has 
interrupted them in a work, to the value, tm- 
portance, and deep interest of which, they can 
‘hardly find either words or conceptions ade- 
quate. Wheu they shall have recovered from 
the shock which that resignation pyoduced, the 

Bishop’s disapprobation being nothing in com 
parison with it, their candid disavow»! of any 
pledge to the contrary will leave all the arga- 
ments in favour of such asseci.tions, and the 
futility of all objections to them, in full foree to 
operate in the establishment of another. 

t These, I regret to say, evince principles and 
feelings, «nd the ad»ption of arts, which piety 
never can appr ve, and which the heart of cor+ 
rect moral sensibility, and truly honoura 
views must abhor. The members of the Ass0- 
cigtion seem anxions to have it known that they 
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From a full view of the whole ground, 
I have been strengthened in the senti- 
ment of gratitude to God’s providence 
and grace, long cherished, for the fide- 
lity and untiring watchfulness and de- 
votion with which the interests of our 
‘lion are guarded by the eminently 
gifted individual with whose supervi- 
sion this diocese is blessed. His cha- 
racteristic promptness, zeal, and supe- 
riority to all less considerations than 
the discharge of duty, andthe appro- 
bation of his conscience and his God, 
having yielded at once to a call for the 
discussion of a subject of general and 

ent interest to the church, have, 
i trust, furnished grounds for future 
principles and action most favourable 
to that integrity, purity, and harmony 
of the church, of which he is one of 
the chief divinely constituted guardians. 
And never, perhaps, has an act of 
Bishop Hobart’s official life command- 
ed a fuller and more united sentiment 
of cordial approbation in the intelli- 
gent, judicious, and pious portion of 
our communion. Nor of our com- 
munion only. Not unfrequent have 
been, from other quarters, the expres- 
sions of admiration of such prompt 
and disinterested efforts for averting 
danger in its approach; and the em- 
phatic language of approval of views, 
and a policy, the want of which, among 
others, has brought sad experience of 
discord and confusion. 

In perusing the several defences of 
the Clerical Association, my mind has 
rested on a few particulars, on which, 
if you please, Messrs. Editors, I will 
take the liberty of briefly remarking. 
First, however, there are two facts con- 
hected with its first organization which 
7 to be particularly noted. 

he language used in various parts 
of the publications in opposition to the 

Pastoral Letter, would seem to justify 
the impression that the establishment 
of the Association was with the know- 
ledge of the Bishop and clergy gene- 
rally of the city, and of course, with a 
full opportunity given them of express- 
ing their dissent, or having a voice in 








are not responsible for them ‘They should 
have gone ferther, and entered their protest 
against a mode of defence which, #s gentlemen 


and Christians, must have been 1acst repugumnt 
to their Melings. sis 
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fixing the principles and form of its or- 
ganization. 

Now, with regard to the Bishop, we 
are told, in pages 6 and 7 of his Let- 
ter, that a meeting for organizing the 
plan had been held, and that another 
was to be held on the evening of the 
day on which a knowledge of both 
the meetings had but “ accidentally” 
reached him. 

The facts, if I understand them, are 
these :—Several weeks, perhaps some 
months, before the Association was or- 
ganized, the clergyman who took the 
lead in it conversed with the Bishop on 
the general subject of a desire that there 
might be such an association formed. 
This conversation, however, it would 
appear, was not spontaneous. For 
the Bishop observes,* that he was pre- 
pared for it, from having heard that 
the matter had previously been men- 
tioned to others of the clergy. Very 
properly, however, there were those of 
them who felt unfeigned surprise that 
a subject deemed to have so important 
a bearing on the character and desti- 
nies of the church, and the qualifica- 
tions of the clergy, should be matter 
of serious deliberation in the very 
place of the Bishop’s residence, and 
yet he be kept in the dark about it. 
Recourse was, therefore, had, at last, 
to the Bishop; and then was held the 
conversation of which I have just spok- 
en. The result was, a hope on the 
Bishop’s mind, “ that there was an end 
of the matter; and the conviction that 
it would not be finally resolved on, 
without further communication with” 
him.t 

After this conversation, the tenour 
of which produced such a hope, and 
such a conviction, in the Bishop’s mind, 
the first thing that he hears on the sub- 
ject, and that accidentally, is, that a 
meeting has been held, and that ano- 
ther is about to be held, to complete 
the organization of the Association. 

I do not wish, Messrs. Editors, to 
be uncharitable ; but there is another 
fact connected with the establishment 
of the Association, which ought not to 
be overlooked. And facts are stubborn 
things, and must be allowed to produce 





* Pastoral Letter, p. 6. 
+ Pastoral Letter, p. 6, 
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their natural inferences. Among the 
blessed effects represented as designed 
by the Association, and calculated to 
be produced by it, is the increase of 
brotherly love, harmony, and kindly 
feeling, among the clergy; not, its 
advocates would assure us, the love, 
harmony, and kindness, of party, but 
that which is to know no other bounds 
than those of their common ministry. 
Would it have been more than a con- 
sistent and proper exercise of such 
feelings, and a more than reasonable 
evidence of their genuineness, that 
sweet counsel should have been taken 
on the subject with all the brethren, 
who, by the title of the Association, 
it might be supposed were intended 
to be benefitted by it? Now I hap- 
pen to know, Messrs. Editors, that at 
least five or six (perhaps the actual 
number may be twice that) of the cler- 
gy of the city, and among them some 
of the oldest presbyters in the diocese, 
and of the longest settled pastors of 
the city, were never addressed on the 
subject, and never had opportunity 
given them of expressing their views 
either on the general question of having 
such an association, or on the plan on 
which it should be organized, and the 
exercises in which it should engage. 
This, I say, gentlemen, is a fact. The 
reasons which led to this exclusion are 
of course known to those who acted 
upon it; and I should hope are matters 
of but little consequence to the subjects 
of it. The fact itself, however, ought 
not to be overlooked in its connexion 
with the avowed principles of Chris- 
tian love and fellowship on which the 
Association was got up. I presume, 
too, there can be but little doubt that 
the result, as it respects their participa- 
tion in the matter, would not have been 
different, even had their brethren shown 
them the regatd and confidence which 
an interview on the subject would have 
evinced. It may be this was anticipat- 
ed; and the known character of their 
chureh principles have been considered 
a sufficient reason for avoiding the trou- 
ble of counselling with them. Surely, 
however, this compliment was equally 
due to some with regard to whom the 
difficulty was not allowed to operate. 
The fact, then, of exclusion, still re- 
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mains, to illustrate, as it may, the prin- 
ciples of brotherly kindness, harmony, 
and love, whence sprang the Associa- 
tion, and of the strengthening and 
spreading of which it was to be so 
blessed an instrument. 

It is true, the Association has been 
over and over again declared to be 
of no private or party character, but 
equally open to all the clergy of the 
city and its vicinity, and all who, from 
time to time, may visit the city. To 
say nothing of the bearing of this 
upon the point last noticed, I will 
leave to apply it to another view of the 
Association, on which, also, great stress 
has been laid. It has been calleda 
little band of but ten brothers. Is it 
not, then, a little one? And what 
harm can be expected fromit? It is 
true, it consisted but of ten, because 
several brethren had had no opportu 
nity of saying whether they would join 
it or not ** and because others had de- 
clined either solicitation, or indirect 
invitation, to join it. Had the efforts 
made to secure these last succeeded, at 
least five others, probably more, would 
have been added to the little band; 
that is, it would have been half, (per- 
haps quite) as large again as it was. 
Its real character, however, is to be 
determined by its constitution. The 
* little” band, then, is designed to con- 
tain, first, all the clergy in the city, 
at the time of its organization thirty 
in number, and experiencing an almost 
annual increase. And to these are to 
be added the clergy of the vicinity. 
In this number may fairly be ranked 
the Long Island clergy; except, per- 
haps, the worthy missionary, who 
pursues his humble and laborious du- 
ties in the two remotest parishes om 
that island; and of whom it is no more 





* It appears, indeed, that it was intended to 
have sent the constitution to every Epise 
clergyman in the city, and thus give him an 
opportunity of joining if he would. It will be 
at once seen, however, that this varies not 
character of the principle of exctusion from the 
initiatory counsels, in its bearing un the ques 
tion of brotherly affection and regard. One 
venerable presbyter, at least, whom every trae 
friend of our church must delight to love and 
honour, was entitled to something more than 
pertission to join a society, from the forming 
of the principles and plan of which his voices 
that of long experience, and long fidelity in his 
Master’s cause, was excluded. 
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than justice to say, that even if his dis- 
tance did not constitute an objection, 
the well known accordance of his own 
with the primitive and truly evangelical 
views of his venerated father, would 
have precluded his connexion with the 
Association. The Long Island clergy, 
then, I believe nine in number, are to 
be added. ‘The little band thus be- 
comes thirty-nine strong. Some two 
or three of the Westchester clergy, also, 
might be added. And if, in its en- 
larged spirit of love, the bounds of dio- 
ceses may (and why may they not?) 
be overlooked, the “ vicinity” of the 
city included within New-Jersey, might 
furnish two or three more. Staten 
Island, certainly, ought not to be ex- 
cluded. I will be moderate however, 
and put down but forty as the intended 
number of this little band, who were 
so profitably and delightfully to enjoy 
their fire-side conversations. But then, 
any member had a right to introduce to 
the regular meetings of the Association 
any Protestant Episcopal clergyman 
visiting the city. This might almost al- 
ways add at least two or three, and not 
unfrequently twice that amount, to the 
ordinary number of attendants. Parti- 
cular occasions, such as conventions, 
seminary commencements, &c., of our 
own Church, and the anniversary ce- 
lebrations of societies extraneous from 
it, would greatly swell this little private 
circle. 

The honest English of all this is, 
that the New-York Clerical Associa- 
tion was, by its constitution, and on 
the avowed principles of its members, 
to become a large and formidable body 
of clergy, comprising, as its regular 
attendants, as many of between forty 
and fifty of that order as might choose 
to join it, and to be attended also by 
a many others of the same mind as 
might happen to be in the city at any 
of its regular meetings, or might visit 
it for the express purpose of attending 
them. 

But it may be said that the very cir- 
cumstance of the Association being open 
toall the clergy, was a security against 
its ever becoming of a party character. 
Still it would be a powerful organized 
association of the clergy, in which 
all matters that they might deem im- 

Vou. XIII. 
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portant to the interests of the Church, 
would be fair subjects of discussion 
and decision ; and would, therefore, be 
liable to the Bishop’s objection against 
virtual systems of ecclesiastical legisla- 
tion, and the management of ecclesias- 
tical concerns, unconnected with. the 
wholesome principle pervading all our 
institutions, which secures the co-ope- 
ration, the joint influence, and the re- 
spective rights, of Bishops, Clergy, and 
Laity. 

In point of fact, however, even this 
enlarged theory of the Assuciation does 
not entitle it to the credit of being thus 
removed from all tendencies to a party 
character. The constitution was form- 
ed after it was known that the Bishop 
disapproved of the measure. The most 
favourable construction that can be put 
on the exclusion of so many presby- 
ters of the city from all counselling on 
the subject. is, that they, too, were sup- 
posed to be unfavourable to it. I be- 
lieve, also, that an unfavourable opinion 
on the subject had been expressed, and 
all participation in the matter therefore 
declined, by several clergymen whohad 
been consulted. It was known, then, 
that it would be an association com- 
posed of but a portion of the clergy. 
And it was as well known that the Bi. 
shop and several of the clergy regarded 
it as having an unfavourable bearing 
on sound church principles and policy. 
It partook, then, at once, independent- 
ly of any tendencies in actual opera- 
tion, or any changes which a majo- 
rity might, from time to time, effect in 
its character and exercises, so far of a 
party description, as to have been in 
itself, and known by its founders to 
have been, a point of difference in se- 
riously cherished views of principles 
and policy. 

Such, then, was the Association or- 
ganized within Bishop Hobart’s dio- 
cese, and in the place of his residence ; 
not a body constituted as a little band 
of brothers, who, in the privacy of 
their fire-sides, were to converse fami- 
liarly on topics relating to their own 
and their people’s edification ; but a so- 
ciety to be composed of all the Episco- 
pal clergy in the city and its vicinity, 
and all who, from time to time, might 
visit the city, who differed, in that re- 
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spect, from the views of church princi- 
ples and policy cherished by himself 
and many of his clergy; subject, at any 
time, to be altered and modified by the 
will of a majority ; and at whose meet- 
ings all matters supposed to be con- 
nected with the good of the Church 
would become fair subjects of discus- 
sion and decision. 

The principle was indeed avowed 
that those subjects should be avoided 
on which there was a difference of 
opinion among Episcopalians. Every 
one, however, at all acquainted with 
human nature, must at once see that 
this qualification admits of almost any 
construction which those concerned 
may choose to put upon it. What 
are the subjects which might be sup- 
posed to be brought forward in an as- 
sociation formed for the avowed pur- 


ose of promoting pastoral usefulness ? ' 


Vhat more likely than the following 
among many others? The proper qua- 
lifications for sponsorship, for adult 
baptism, for confirmation, for coming 
to the communion ; the best method of 
preaching the Gospel; the value and 
importance of ordinances; the mean 
ing and extent of ordination vows and 
obligations ; the proper heads of cate- 
chetical instruction. Apply the rule to 
the full extent, and none of these can 
be talked about. Indeed it would be 
difficult to say what subjects could be 
introduced, The rule, then, to admit 
at all of the operations of the Associa- 
tion, must be made to mean exactly 
what the majority at any meeting may 
think it should mean ; that is, any thing 
or nothing. 

But | am oppesed, Messrs. Editors, 
to the principle and tendency of such 
arule. Iam not fond of controversy; 
but I am fond of truth; and do not 
like even the semblance of slighting 
any portion of truth, rather than avoid 
the inconveniences of its defence. Now 
it appears to me to be the direct ten- 
dency of all systematic exclusions of 
differences of opinion, to produce the 
impression that those differences are 
unimportant. This I am not prepared 
to own, or even indirectly to adopt as 
a principle of action. 1 believe that 
many of the differences, however ho- 
nestly and conscientiously entertain- 
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ed, among Episcopalians, are on very 
impertant points, and on points essen- 
tial to the purity and integrity of our 
system. 1 am opposed, therefore, to 
any methods of religious improvement 
which systematically shut out points 
on which such differences exist. They 
need not, it is true, and: ought not 
to, be perpetually brought forward, 
Some of them may, perhaps, be but 
seldom noticed. But never wouldt 
desire connexion with a religious insti- 
tution from which they must be by law 
excluded. and that upon the ground, 
avowed or clearly implied, that they 
are of at least comparatively little im- 
portance. 

The members of the Association lay 
much stress upon their having adopted 
a form of prayer as ample security 
against any danger of a tendency to 
encourage a species of devetion fo- 
reign from the sober and _ seripturab 
character of our Church. It is a welt 
known fact, however, that several, 
perhaps a majority, of them honestly 
avow and act upon the belief, that ex- 
cept within the walls of the Church, 
and in the reading desk, edification is 
better promoted, and a true evange- 
lical spirit nurtured, by social prayer, 
not confined to a precomposed form, 
Was it, then, an unwarrantable suppo- 
sition that such a form might, in the 
wisdom and power of some future ma- 
jority, give way to at least the occasion- 
al exercise of gifts not thus restricted? 
Was, too, the principle of the solv al- 
lowance of a furm of prayer established 
so readily, and with such general and 
cheerful consent, as utterly to preclude 
all grounds of apprehension that a dif- 
ferent principle might, without difficul- 
ty, be made, in time, to supersede it? 

ft has been asked, why men engaged 
in secular professions and occupations, 
and for the promotion of secular ends, 
can unite in associations for advancing 
their objects, and clergymen can not. 
These secular associations may be of 
various kinds. ‘They may be duly es- 
tablished by law, and with responsibi- 
lities and restrictions duly imposed. by 
authority. And then they resemble 
our conventions, standing committees, 
and similar authorized associations. 
They may be for the prosecution of 
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some specific objects connected with 
the general interests of society, or of 
some particular department ef it; and 
then they resemble our theological se- 
minaries, missionary societies, &c. &c. 
Or they may be mere voluntary insti- 
tutions for the discussion of any topic 
which may be thought proper; and then 
they resemble this Clerical Association. 
There is, however, this broad line of 
distinction. When, in the former case, 
the obliquity of our nature, from which 
the best of men are never entirely freed, 
appears in the excitement of unplea- 
sant feelings and unfriendly differences, 
the subject is not a sacred one, and 
therefore the enemy can take no advant- 
age of it The disputes of men of the 
world may be soon laughed off; a dis- 
pleased or disappointed member may 
separate himself; and nothing more be 
thought of it. Not so the unhappy 
differences too often excited by discus- 
sion on religieus subjects. They en- 
list more deeply rooted feelings. They 
are on points which each party often 
thinks of the most vital importance. 
Their direct tendency is often at least 
to suspicion, if net to the charge, of un- 
acquaintance with most essential truths, 
estrangement from vitally import.nt 
sensibilities, and even hypocritical pre- 
tensions. The difficulties thus engen- 
dered are by no means so easily set 
aside as those on the infinitely less mo- 
mentous points connected with worldly 
concerns. Party feeling, conscientious- 
ly entertained, and attaching itself to 
every grade and kind of religious con- 
nexion, and ecclesiastical proceedings, 
is the least injurious result to be reasen- 
ably apprehended. 

Be it granted, at once, that tlris 
whole argument is founded oa the hu- 
niliating doctrine of man’s depravity, 
and the melancholy fact that one of the 
strongest evidences of that depravity 
is its so frequently and conspicuously 
mingling itself with religious character, 
professions, and operations. This doc- 
trine lies at the fuundation of the whole 
Christian scheme, is recorded in strong 
characters on the heart and conscience 
of every retlecting man, and meets us 
With the most appalling evidence on 
every view of the world around us. 
Unfortunate, then, as may be its bear- 
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ing upon men, upon Christians, and 
upon Christian ministers, still it main- 
tains its stubborn existence, and de- 
mands of truth the allowance of all its 
consequences. 

But it is said that its evils may be 
felt in unions of every kind on the sub- 
ject of religion ; and that the argument, 
therefore, proves too much. Without 
any hesitation it is grated that those 
evils may be thus-felt, and that, toa 
certain extent, they should be risked. 
Those regularly constituted associa- 
tions in which the authority of the 
Church is to be exercised and :main- 
tained by legislative or judicial ‘pro- 
ceedings, the wholesome circulation of 
intelligence kept up through the author- 
ized channels, and such business trans- 
acted as its interests demand, must, of 
necessity, be held ; and the sacred dig- 
nity of their character, the supervision 
under which they act, and the respon- 
sibilities placed upon them, may be 
hoped very favourably to qualify any 
danger arising out of excitement of dis- 
putation to which they are inevitably 
liable. ‘Those associations, too, which 
ere designed to bring a concentration 
of influence, efforts, and means, to bear 
upon particular modes of spreading a 
knowledge of the Gospel, -erilarging 
the borders of the Church, and ad- 
vancing the interests of piety and mo- 
rality, are equally indispensable3 ‘but 
from their owa nature give little ‘cause 
for any other discussion than such as 
arises out of mere questions of business. 
But where is the necessity of adding 
that other species of association, whose 
ebject is the set and formal discussion 
ef religious topics? I know that the 
term * coaversation” is Studiously used 
by the members of. the Association 
to designate the exercises of its meet- 
ings. It will be at once perceived, how- 
ever, that ina meeting which might at 
any time contaia twenty or thirty mem- 
bers, assembled tor the express purpose 
of conversing on one particular subject, 
in which conversation the presiding 
member is to “take the lead,”* such 
conversation must necessarily become 
set discussion; not so set, indeed, as 
that members are to be appointed pro 
and con; but so that but one member 


* Pref:tory Repaarks, ke. p- 5. 








188 


can speak at once,* and must speak to 
the point; just as set a discussion as 
takes place in most of our deliberative 
bodies. Indeed, Dr. Wainwright calls 
the proposed exercises ofthe Association 
“discussion of religious suljects.”t 
I say, where is the necessity of adding 
to the regular and required associations 
for religious purposes, a society for re- 
ligious discussion, which, at all times, 
may be not small, and sometimes may 
he very numerous? I have no hesita- 
tion, for one, in avowing a decided 
conviction unfavourable to all set and 
formal discussion of religious subjects 
before either public assemblages, or as- 
sociations organized for the purpose, 
saving only in junctures when the great 
interests of the Church indispensably 
require it, and before its duly constitut- 
ed councils. 

1 presume a word need not be spent 
in pointing out the broad distinction be- 
tween such discussion and religious con- 
versation properly so called, conversa- 
tion arising out of circumstances, in- 
formally conducted, the spontaneous un- 
bosoming of friend to friend, or the kind 
embracing of favourable opportunity to 
reclaim from error, and which may be, 
as informally, changed or abandoned, 
the instant that unfavourable results 
may appear to be threatened. Such 
conversations, it is hoped, every good 
Christian, and especially every Chris- 
tian minister, will love, and prudently 
seek and encourage, as most interest- 
ing and important means of advance- 
ment in religious knowledge and piety. 

Two or three views, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, have been taken of the Bishop’s 
course in reference to the Association, 
on which, befére closing this too long 
article, I must ask the liberty of saying 
a word. 

He has, in no equivocal terms, been 
reproached for tyrannical and unau- 
thorized interference with the rights 
and privileges of his clergy. Now, 
what did Bishop Hobart? He found 
an association organized in his diocese, 
and in the place of his residence, for 
the avowed purpose of promoting the 
piety and usefulness of the clergy, with 





* Conversation, I Lelieve, implies its being 
promiscuously and informully shared, 
+ Letter to the Members, &c. p. 4. 
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which he was not connected. This 
fact, of course, unexplained, would 
subject him to the charge, which some 
have found it in their hearts to bri 
against him, of being indifferent to the 
piety and spiritual character of his 
clergy. Some of them are regularly 
engaged in exercises for the promotion 
of these essential qualifications. He 
will have nothing to do withthem. He, 
then, would have been egregiously the 
injured man, if he had not accounted 
to what would soon have been the wons 
dering public, for this circumstance, 
And in what way did he do this? Let 
his Pastoral Letter be dispassionately 
read. Does it contain more than a ree 
petition and enlargement of reasons 
which he had formerly given for not 
sanctioning such associations ? Is there 
one word in it unkind or disrespectful 
towards those of his clergy who had 
thought it their duty to disregard those 
reasons when formerly given ? Is there 
one word of injunction, or of interfer. 
ence with rights? Not one. The keen- 
est eye cannot perceive therein the least 
semblance of command, or of restric 
tion. He was anxious, indeed, to do 
himself that justice which his Church 
had a right to expect, yea, to demand, 
that her Bishop should do himself. 
Regarding, too, as he censcientiously 
did, the Association, as founded upon 
principles, and strongly liable to a prac- 
tical tendency, unfavourable to those 
sacred interests of the Church of which 
he was the constituted guardian, he but 
commended himself to confirmed re- 
spect and esteem for fidelity and disin- 
terestedness, in warning his clergy and 
people. All that has been said, there- 
fore, of his spiritual tyranny in this 
matter, is empty sound, of which it re- 
quires but a moderate share of good 
sense to see the real character. 

The ground taken by the members 
of the Association, in their last pam- 
phlet, relative to the reverent obedi- 
ence promised to the Bishop at ordin- 
ation, is one most deeply to be regret- 
ted by all true friends of Gospel order. 
Obedience to canons and rubrics is not 
obedience to the Bishop, but to a higher 
power, the combined authority of the 
Church. The latter, therefore, must 
be something independent of the form- 
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er. ‘The distinction is recognized in 
the fact of the promise of obedience to 
the Bishop being additional. to that of 
ministering “ the doctrine, sacraments, 
and discipline of Christ, as this Church 
hath received the same.” ‘The proper 
rule and measure of this obedience may 
be ascertained with little difficulty, as 
the result of cherishing that view of 
the paternal character of the Bishop, 
which the uniform testimony of history 
shows to have been entertained in the 
purest days of the Church, as insepara- 
ble from a just appreciation of the Gos- 
pel scheme ; and of cultivating the truly 
evangelical principles of humility, har- 
mony, and order. When the curse of an 
ungodly, faithless, or inattentive Bishop, 
is upon any portion of the Church, 
sufficient unto that melancholy day is 
the evil thereof. The general propo- 
sition, however, stili remains true, that 
Episcopal influence, and a sacrifice of 
all less considerations than conscience 
and imperious duty to the strengthen- 
ing of that influence, and the uniting of 
a diocese in harmonious co-operation 
with its Bishop, are the surest means 
of promoting the welfare of the Church, 
and the best interests of the Gospel. 
Admit to the full all the evils that may 
have accrued from ill-directed Episco- 
pal influence, and from the ambition 
and tyranny of lordly prelates, still 
does the truth stand most clearly evi- 
denced by the voice of history, and by 
the experience of our own Church, 
that that order of things which gives 
to our Bishops not only their judicial 
and executive powers, but also the re- 
spect, deference, and influence, due to 
their paternal relation to the Church, 
is the wisest, the happiest, and the 
best. Itis of God, and he has bless 

ed, and will continue to bless it. 'They 
are our Fathers in God, and of us 
ought, in reason, and in due regard to 
the best interests of religion, to be ex- 
pected all that is comprised in consis- 
tency with the filial relation. 

¢ May I hope for the credit which my 
conscience tells me I deserve, when I 
say, Messrs. Editors, that in troubling 
you with this communication, I have 
acted upon no other motive than a sin- 
cere desire to serve the interests of re- 
ligion and the Church? I know that 
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no less violence has been done to truth, 
piety, and candour, than to represent 
Bishop Hobart as unfavourable to pray- 
er, and to the spiritual character of the 
clergy, on account of his disapproving 
of certain modes of discharging that 
duty, and aiming at that character ; be- 
cause, in his deliberate judgment, the 
proposed good will be more than coun- 
terbalanced by the attendant evil. The 
really pious, candid, and honourable 
mind, however, will see such treatment 
in its proper light. And surely no true 
son of the Church, who duly appreci- 
ates her principles and institutions, can 
be at any loss to see what is the best 
mode of cultivating a spirit of prayer, 
and of promoting the evangelical cha- 
racter, efficiency, and usefulness of the 
ministry. Had the Chureh, in her 
piety and wisdom, thought any other 
method of public prayer, or what vir- 
tually amounts to it, better than her 
stated services, she would not have pro- 
vided for prayer meetings twice in 
every day in the year. And let me be 
allowed to say, in reply to the unprin- 
cipled insinuation, of Bishop Hobart’s 
being afraid of “too much prayer 
that in one instance, at least, he sets an 
invaluable example to all clergy and 
others, who would gratify a love of 
prayer, and enjoy and encourage social 
worship. Even with his unexampled 
pressure of various duty, never hardly, 
when he is not from home, are the Lit. 
any Days and Holy Days of the Church 
suffered to pass, without finding him 
one of a little band met to unite in the 
best of services to their God and Sa- 
viour. 

And if our clergy need incentives to 
ministerial zeal and fidelity, where can 
they better find them, than in often 
uniting in the same services ; in read- 
ing often, and often praying over, the 
sublime and deeply affecting forms;by 
which they were admitted to their holy 
functions ; in as much of retirement, 
meditation, and secret prayer, as their 
other duties will allow; and in occa- 
sional communings with each other on 
their high and holy responsibilities, and 
strengthening of each others’ hands in 
their common work, as opportunity 
may be afforded ? 
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May it not be hoped that the renew- 
ed effort, which is at least intimated, 
to promote these objects in a way 
known to be disapproved by our Fa- 
ther in the Lord, and believed by him, 
and many of his clergy, and as it ap- 
pears now, by a large portion of the 
Church, to be injurious in its tendency, 
will not be made? May it not be hoped 
that by the operation of the goed Spi- 
rit of God, our clergy will unite in aim- 
ing at effects that all must desire, in 
such ways as none can disapprove ? 
God grant that thus the benign influence 
of our religion may be made to appear, 
and our church present the delightful 
spectacle of a house at unity with itself! 

J.D. D. 





Extract from a review in the Family Visiter 
of Eight Sermons addressed to Children, 
on the Duty of Obedience to Parents, and 
on the Lord’s Prayer; by the lats Rev. 
Cornelius R. Dufie—150 pages, 18mo. 
New-York, T. & J. Swords. 

** One of the many amiable characteris- 
tics of the lamented author of this little 
work, was his remarkable fondness for 
the society of children. He was never 
more delighted, and certainly never ap- 
peat to more advantage, than when he 

ad gathered around him a little circle of 
the youthful portion of his charge, whom 
his almost infantine simplicity of manner 
and conversation never failed to attract, 
and charm into perfect sociability. To 
this habitual intercourse with children, 
and close observation of their modes of 
thinking and expression, we must attri- 
bute the peculiar felicity with which he 
accommodated himself to their capacity 
in public instruction. The sermon preach- 
ed on occasion of the anniversary of the 

New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday 

School Society, in 1827, which went 

through three editions within a year, and 

has since been stereotyped, and exten- 
sively circulated by the General Union, is 
too well known to need our commenda- 
tion. But it was only a specimen. and, 
froin having been composed in histe, an 
imperfect specimen, of its author’s abili- 
ties in this way. The present coljection, 
composed without any view to pub!ica- 
tion, and preached to the children of his 
parish, on the second Wednesday of every 

month, in the winter and spring of 1826-7, 

furnishes the most perfect example of a 

style accommodated to the comprchen- 

sion of young children, that has ever come 
within our knowledge. It is familiar, 
without being low, and simple, without 
affectation. The words are most carefully 
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sclected from the scanty vocabulary of a 
child, and the ideas brought down toithe 
level of its comprehension. The minute 
attention to method; the cure taken to 
Jay that method before the heurers; the 
continual repetition,—and the occasional 
change in the form of expression, merely 
for the purpose of Loiding out anew aa 
idea before conveyed—all show the inti. 
mate acquaintance of the author with the 
habits of attention and reflection of a 
child. 

“A remarkable peculiarity in these 
sermons, is the interlocutory form which 
the experience of the author had taught 
him to give them, for the purpose of im- 
pressing their substance more deeply in 
the memories of his littl hearers. He 
shall describe it in his own simple lan. 
guage, as he introduced it to his juvenile 
auditory in the first sermon. 

*¢ That you may understand what I say, 
you must all listen, and be very attentive, 

“© That I may know whether you are 
attentive, I shall put questions to you as 
you goalong. Yuu must not be surprised 
at this, and you must not be afraid to 
speak out. This is novew way of preach- 
ing; and, I hope, when you grow up, and 
have time to spare, thst you will read Dr 
Buchanan’s Christian Researches in Asia; 
and you will there find, that, among the 
Hindoos, who have become Christians, 
whole congregations of grown people are 
questioned by the minister in the sermon, 
and they all answer him before he goes on, 
Thus, when the minister has told them 
that though men hate them because they 
are Christians, they shall obtain in heaven 
a new name, and a better inheritance, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, he asks 
them—What, my beloved brethren, shall 
you obtain in heaven ?—They answer, ‘3 
new name, and a better inheritance, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’—This 
they say without hesit.tion, and us if with 
one voice. And now, | ask you again, to 
be ettentive, und be ready to answer any 
questions I may put to you.” Pages 4, 5. 

“ Thus he adroitly employed one of the 
happiest features of the system of instruc- 
tion used in infant schools; the alterna- 
tion of or:! teaching with appeals to the 
attention and memory of the scholar by 
unexpected questions, rm quiring answers 
suggested by the previous instructions of 
the teacher. Of course, this keeps alive 
attention, while it excites no inconsider- 
able degrce of interest, since the child 
considers itself us taking « part in what 
is going on. Even on the reader of thesé 
sermons, the effect of the que stious inter- 
spersed will be good, us their unlooked 
for recurrence, (judiciously printed in a 
different character, as they have been,) 
throws him back upon the information, of 
precept, to which they relate, and fixes it 
in his memory.” 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
In the Eastern Diocese. 

On Sunday, the 8th of February last, in 
St. Michael’s church, Bristol, Rhode-Is- 
land, Mr. George F. Hastings was admit- 
ted to deacons’ orders by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Griswold. 

On Wednesday, the 1st of April, in St. 
John’s church, Providence, by the Rrght 
Rev. Bishop Griswold, Isaac Peck was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons. The 
sermon was preached, and the candidate 
presented, by the Kev. Thomas W. Coit, 
rector of Christ church, Cambridge.—In 
the same church, on Sunday the 12th of 
April, the bishop confirmed 24 persons. 

On Sunday morning, April 26, in St. 
Paul’s church, Boston, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Griswold, Joseph H. Price was 
admitted to the holy order of deacons. 
Morning prayer was read, and the candi- 
date presented, by the Rev. Alonzo Potter, 
rector of St. Paul’s, and the sermon by the 
bishop; the Rev. E. M. P. Welles, being 
also present and assisting.—In the same 
church, on the same day, the bishop ad- 
ministered the apostolic rite of confirma- 
tion to 22 pergops. 

In the Diocese of Connecticut. 

Fhe Right Rev. Bishop Brownell has 
recently administered the apostolic rite of 
confirmation in the following parishes :— 
In New-Canaan to five persons, in Kidge- 
field to five, Wilton 13, Danbury four, 
Newtown 16, Weston six, Fairfield 15. 

In the Diocese of New-Jersey. 

On the festival of St. Mark’s, Saturday, 
April 25, nineteen persons, and on Sunday 
the 26th, nine persons, were confirmed in 
St. Peter’s church, Spotswood, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes; who also con- 
firmed, on Sunday the 3d of May, twelve 
persons in St. Peter’s church, Perth Am- 
boy. 

In the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

On Saturday, April 18, in Christ church, 
Philadelphia, the Right Rev. Bishop White 
confirmed 64 persons. 

In Bishop Onderdonk’s recent tour 
through the diocese, confirmation was 
administered as follows :—In Lancaster to 
10 persons, Greensburg nine, Connelsville 
11, Grace church five, St. Peter’s two, 
Georgetown 29, St. Paul’s 18, Pittsburg 
22, Blairsville 16, Harrisburg three. 


In the Diocese of Virginia. 

On Sunday, the Ist of March, at Rich- 
mond, Virginia, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Moore admitted Mr. William Smallwood, 
and Mr. James Doughen, to the holy order 
of deacons. 

At a special ordination held in St. Paul’s 
church, Alexandria, D. C. on Thursday, 
the 14th of May, Mr. Chauncey W Fitch, 
Mr. Anson B. Hard, and Mr. Wailiam S. 
Perkins, of the Theological Seminary in 


Alexandria, were admitted to the holy or- 
der of deacons by the Right Rev. Richard 
C. Moore, D. D. bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the diocese of Vir- 
ginia. 
Er 
Obituary Notice. 


Bisuor James. 


In our number for April a notice was 
given of the lamented death of this emi- 
nent prelate. We copy from the Asiatic 
Journal for April, the following particu- 
lars relative to this évent. 

“ Ecclesiastical department, 17th Octo- 
ber, 1828 —With deep sorrow the gover- 
nor-general in council announces to the 
public that he has received official infor- 
mation of the decease of the Right Rev. 
the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. His lord- 
ship was seized with severe illness in the 
month of July last, while in progress ona 
visitation to the western provinces; anda 
voyage to sea, which had been prescribed 
as affording the only chance of recovery, 
proved inadequate to stay the violence of 
the disease. It proved fatal on the 22d of 
August, on board the honorable company’s 
ship Marquis of Huntly. 

“His lordship’s exercise of the import- 
ant functions of his exalted ministry in 
this country was comparatively short; but 
the claims he had established to the re- 
gard and esteem of the members of this 
society, and of the community of the set- 
tlement, will make his loss a source of 
sincere regret. 

** Within the short space of little more 
than five years, the British community in 
India have thrice had to bewail the loss of 
the chief minister of their religion in the 
country, and the name of Bishop James 
will be associated in their recollection 
with those of his predecessors, not more 
by the similarity of his fate, than by his 
amiable disposition and exalted virtues. 

“ As a mark of respect to the high sta- 
tion of the deceased, and of mournful re- 
gret for the loss sustained by this com- 
munity, the governor-general in council 
is pleased to direct, that the flag of Port 
William shall be hoisted balf-mast high 
at sunrise to-morrow morving, and shail 
continue to be so displayed during the 
day, and that forty-three minute guns, 
corresponding with the age of the deceas- 
ed, shall be fired from the ramparts in the 
afternoon. 

“ By order of the right honourable the 
fovernor-general in council, 

“H. T. PRINESS, Sec. to Gov. 


“ The career of his lordship has indeed 
been brief; and, removed by Providence 
to a better world before he had well en- 
tered on the discharge of his sacred and 
important duties in India, Bishop James 
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has left us little record of him since he 
arrived among us, except the high esteem 
in which his character was held by all 
who knew him, and of the manifestations 
he gave of a zeal and judgment in the 
faithful discharge of his Episcopal func- 
tions, from which the happiest results to 
the church in India were fondly anticipat- 
ed, had it but pleased heaven to spare his 
life. Before he assumed the Episcopal 
duties in this country, Dr. James had dis- 
tinguished himself at home as a traveller 
and a scholar, and his name will find a 
place in the literature of hiscountry. By 
the few to whom his short residence at 
Calcutta, and the brief interval of health 
which he enjoyed during this period, had 
afforded an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with them, his memory is en- 
deared by many recollections of the piety 
and excellence of his character, the sound- 
ness of his judgment, and the extent and 
variety of his general information. 

“The remains of the bishop were con- 
signed to the deep: his widow returns, it 
is said, to England, on board the honour- 
able company’s ship Berwickshire.—Ori- 
ental Observer. 

“ The short time which the late lord 
bishop filled his high office, has afforded 
the community of India little opportunity 
of an acquaintance with his previous his- 
tory, which, we have no doubt, will be 
most acceptable to our readers. His lord- 
ship was educated at the Charter-house, 
and succeeded to a studentship at Christ 
church, Oxford; and when called to the 
important situation of bishop of Calcutta, 
was vicar of Flitton, in Bedfordshire. He 
was in his 44th year, and arrived in Cal- 
cutta on the 15th of January last, where 
he remained until the 23d of June, and 
then proceeded on a visitation to the up- 
per provinces of Bengal. On his arrival 
at Boglipore he was so seriously indispos- 
ed, as to render his instant return to Cal- 
cutta absolutely necessary; and his medi- 
cal advisers considering his voyage to sea 
the only chance for his recovery, his lord- 
ship embarked immediately on board the 
Marquis Huntly for this Island, and died 
at séa on the 22d ultimo. He was the au- 
thor of several works, ‘ Travels in Russia, 
&c.” * The Semi Sceptic,’ &c. &c. His 
lordship has left a widow and three chil- 
dren to lament his irreparable loss.— 
Penang Reg. Sept. 10. 

** In consequence of the death of Bishop 
James, the archdeacon of Calcutta had 
been directed to exercise the Episcopal 
jurisdiction and functions appertaining to 
the see.” 
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Calendar for July, 1829. 


5. 3d Sunday after Trinity. 
12. 4th Sunday after Trinity. 
19. 5th Sunday after Trinity. 
25. Si. James. 

26. 6th Sunday after Trinity. 


—e 





Summary of omissions. 
WE sincerely regret the necessity of 
postponing much interesting matter de- 
signed for this number; such as two or 
three Episcopal addresses ;--a notice of the 
election to the Episcopacy of the Rev. Dr, 
William Meade, of Virginia, to assist the 
present venerable diocesan—an election in 
which all friends of the church rejoice, and 
which we trust will secure, what we regret 
that there should have been supposed to 
be an impropriety in positively stipulating, 
his succession, in case of survivorship, to 
the present diocesan ;—x notice of the late 
interesting and encouraging meeting of 
the board of directors of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of our church, 
and extracts from the printed report of 
its proceedings ;—the particulars of the 
munificent bequests of theslate Mr. Fre- 
derick Kohne, of Philadelphia, among 
which the hearts of all truc friends ofour 
church have leaped for joy in perceiving 
no less a sum than $130,000, to our 
General Theological Seminary, Mission- 
ary Society, end Sunday School Union ;~ 
the consecration of the church of the 
Ascension, the eighteenth house of wor. 
ship of our communion in this city ;—the 
truly happy supply of the vacancy in St. 
Stephen’s church, in this city, occasioned 
by the death of the late Rev. Dr. Feltus, 
by the institution to the rectory of that 
church, of the Rev. Henry Anthon ;—the 
merited tribute of respect, by the exectle 
tive committee of our General Sunday 
School Union, to the Rev. William R. 
Whittingham, its most devoted, assiduous, 
and successful friend, on his resignation 
(rendered necessary by removal from this 
city) of the office of secretary;—a just 
expression of veneration and affection for 
the memory of the late illustrious Joux 
Jay ;—and a variety of other matter which, 
we trust, will prove acceptable to our 
readers. 


——— — 
——S 





General Theological Seminary. 
Tux annual meeting, in this city, of 
trustees, will commence on Tuesday, June 
23; the public examination be held on 
Wednesday, 24th, and Thursday, 25th; 
and the commencement on Fridsy, 26th. 





